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[Abstract]
A Preliminary Research Report on Loanword Accent and its Phonetic
Realization in the Kitagata dialect of Saga Japanese

The present study reports on the distribution of loanword
accent and phonetic realization in the Kitagata dialect of Saga
Japanese. The Kitagata dialect has two tonal types: Type A (with
fall-pitch in a word) and Type B (without fall-pitch in a word).
While most loanwords with Type A tone have pitch-fall on the first
mora, loanwords with vowel devoicing on the first mora have pitch-
fall on the second mora. Moreover, pitch form of Type B words
varies by speaker. One of two speakers produces Type B words
with pitch-fall in word final position. The distribution of tonal type
in loanwords is similar to that of Nagasaki Japanese. A loanword in
the Kitagata dialect realizes as a Type A tone if the word has an
accent on either of two initial moras in Standard Japanese; otherwise
a loanword realizes as a Type B tone. However, we found a tendency
that loanwords with accent on the second mora in Standard Japanese
are realized as a Type B tone in the Kitagata dialect.
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