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(Abstract]
Around Border of Modernism: What is ‘novelty’ ?

In France, from the 1950s to the 1980s, various works of so—
called ‘novel arts and literature were created, such as ‘nouveau
roman, nouvelle vague, and ‘nouvelle critique, However, nowadays
when every possible style of expression seems to be contrived,
the term ‘novelty’ itself no longer gives fresh impression as it
used to. Indeed, any new phenomena are likely to attract atten-
tion and high evaluation simply because of their being novel, but
inevitably they too become out of date after repetitive use, and in
time the next advent of ‘novelty’ is anticipated. Thus the cycle of
a new departure from old—fashioned novelty has continued in
modern arts and literature. Then, does valuable expression always
have to be novel? If so, what significance does the notion of ‘nov-
elty’ really have in our history of artistic and literary expression?
Based on these questions, this study aims to clarify the sense of
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‘novelty.
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