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The Effects of Social Skills and Self-Esteem on Perception of
Affection from Behaviors that Opposite Sex Acquaintance

This study examined the effects of social skills and self-es-
teem on perception of affection from behaviors that opposite sex
acquaintance shows. A total of 170 university students imagined
the situation in which an opposite sex acquaintance tried sugges-
tive behaviors toward participants. Participants were asked about
(a)the estimation of acquaintance’s affection,(b)their own affection
toward acquaintance, (c) their social skills, and(d)their self-esteem.
Four types of acquaintance’s suggestive behavior were found by
factor analysis: “self-disclosure,” “approach,” "desire to connect,” and
“proposal and sexual behavior.” Main results were as follows: (1)
high decoding-skill participants estimated acquaintance’s affection
more than low ones from suggestive behaviors except for “pro-
posal and sexual behavior;” (2) self-esteem had no effect on the
estimation of acquaintance’s affection. These results were dis-
cussed according to the model of romantic relationship progress.
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