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Bx [Abstract]

1. MEE Hiw Perspectives about Life and Support of Patients with Lymphedema
2. Jik after Cancer Treatment

3. AR The purpose of this study was to investigate the lymphedema
4. E patients’ view about life and support. A questionnaire, consisting
5. B of patients’ condition of body and mind and the communication

between patients and staff members of medical institutions, was
given to members of a cancer support group in Hokkaido. The
results indicated that patients had a bad condition of their body and
mind, and they felt that the doctor didn’t deal with lymphedema
sufficiently. The factor analysis revealed that the ratings of
psychosomatic disorders resulted from the factors of inconvenience
in daily life, anxiety and positive coping against the stress of the
disorder. This indicated that the lymphedema patients had difficulty
in coping with psychological stress caused by the disease and that
psychosociological supports, including those of self-help groups, may
be effective in alleviating their psychological burden.
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