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[Abstract]
An Analysis of Japanese Vocabulary Test for First-year Students: A
Pilot Study

This paper reports the results of a vocabulary test of Japanese
words for first-year students of Hokusei Gakuen University. The
test evaluates two dimensions of mental lexicon: vocabulary size and
usage of antonyms. The results show that estimated vocabulary size
of students was around 33,000 words. While the size of each student
does not vary according to their affiliations, differences in their
entrance examination affect the vocabulary size of each student. On
the other hand, the score of usage of antonyms differed in accordance
with both their affiliation and entrance examination. Some plans
are proposed to improve education of language skill for first-year
students.
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