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Max Weber on the Welfare State

Jiro MATSUI

Max Weber referred directly or indirectly to the welfare state in
his The Nation State and Economic Policy (1895), The Outlvok for
Bourgeois Democracy in Russia (1906), Economy and Society, Con-
Sucianism and Taoism (1915), Ancient Judaism (1917-1918), and
Parliament and Government in Reconstructed Germany (1918).

In this paper, examining Weber’s theses, we analyse the following
points ; (I) the social and political backgrounds when Weber used the
concept “welfare state”, (2) Weber's standpoint in regard to the
welfare state, (3} what problems he discovered in it, and (4) what
slutions he proposed.

Analysing these points, it becomes clear that Weber did not have
any sympathy with the ideal of the welfare state, and he rejected it
because the welfare state bureaucracy destroys the individual's
freedom and his responsibility.
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