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A Study of Hymns from the Standpoint of the Psychology of Music: Is
There a Difference in Impressions of Hymns between Christians and

Listeners’ impressions of hymns were investigated in terms of
the psychology of music. Using 40 evaluative words, a questionnaire
inquiry was performed for 8 hymns. Five factors were extracted by
factor analysis to explain the impressions of hymns: peace, cheeriness,
stateliness, loneliness and simpleness. Next, impressions for each factor
were compared between Christians and Non-Christians. The result
showed significant differences of estimation of cheeriness, stateliness,
loneliness and simpleness between Christians and Non-Christians. It
is considered that this is because Christians have more opportunities
for exposure to hymns in daily life, and that familiarity with hymns
is different. In the future, a more precise examination will be needed
in order to clarify the difference of impressions for hymns between
Christians and Non-Christians in terms of melody and text of hymns.
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