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As the streets that lead from the Strand to the Embankment are very

parrow, it is better not to walk down them arm-in-arm. M you persist.
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lawyers’ cherk will have to make flying leaps into the mud; young lady

typists will have to fidget behind you.
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One afternoon in the beginning of October when the traffic was be—
coming brisk a tall man strode along the edge of the pavement with a

lady on his arm.
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“ want to write a novel about Silence,” he satd; “the things people
don’t say. But the difficulty is immense.,” He sighed. “However, vou don’t
care,” he continued. He locked at her almaost severely. “Nobady cares. All
you read a move! for is to see what sort of person the writer is, and, i

you know him which of his friends he's put in. As for the novel iself,

29



T ®E 2 &
the whole conception, the way one’s seen the things, felt about if, made
it stand in relation to other things, not one in a million cares for that.
And yet I sometimes wonder whether there’s anything else in the world

W
worth doing.

BRI fe (E i p e Fedo i 7o ARIWIERLSE 0 BHAY 7 iE 2 R b - DR
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¥R BICEBR IR LS LLIZDOTH S, FEfFER e —1 vt
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“What I want to do in writing novels is very much what you want to
do when you play the piano, 1 expect,” he bsgan, turning and speaking
over his shoulder.

“We want to find out what’s behind thinés, don’t we ?” —look at the
light down there, “he continued,” scattered about anyhow. Things [ feel

]
come to me like lights. I want to conbine them.

ChETHIvERLRErs B LFEROEFCERELRL, Toit
— ARt pattern R EV-HI IO RANOL s TWARENEED
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How little after all, one can tell anybody about one’s life! Here 1 sit;

there you sit; both, I doubt not, chock—-full of the most interesting ex—

(
periences, ideas, emotions; yet how communicate 7

v T oAV T2,

“Why do you write novels ? You ought to write music, music, you sec”
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—she shifted her eyes, and became less desirable as her brain began to
work, inflicting a certain change upon her face — “Music goes straight

(D
for things. It says all there is to suy at once.---”

TOBHbib A TR0 B THAVNER) O CRBLALDENT
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Mrs. Dalloway said she would buy the flowers herself.

For Lucy had her work cut out for. The door would be taken off their
hinges; Rumpelmayer’s men were coming. And then, thought Clarissa
Dalloway, what a morning — fresh as if issued to children on a beach.

What a lark! What a plunge! For so it had always seemed to her when,
with a little squeak of hinges, which she could hear now, she had burst

open the French windows and plunged at Bourton into the open air. How
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fresh, how calm, stiller than this of course, the air was in the early morn—
ing; like the flap of a waves; the kiss of a wave: chill and sharp and
yet {for a girl of eighteen as she then was) solemmn, feeling as she did,
standing there at the open window, that something awful was about to hap-
pen; looking at the flowers, at the trees with the smoke winding off them
and the rocks rising, falling; standing and looking until Peter Walsh said,
“Musing among the vegetable ?” — was that it 2-—“T prefer men to cauli-

flowers” — was that it ?
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They were both trembling. Rachel stood up and went. Her head was
cold, her knees shaking, and the physical pain of the emotion was so great
that she could only keep herself moving above the great leaps of her
heart. She leant upon the rail of the ship, and gradually ceased to feel,
for a chill of body and mind crept over her. Far out between the waves
littde black and white sea-birds were riding. Rising and falling with
smooth and graceful movements in the hollows of the waves they seemed

()
singularly detached and unconcerned.

CRIIVA F e LOFERESLORAERY FE UL LT TED, BRE W
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She dreamt that she was walking down a long tunnel, which grew so
narrow by degrees that she could touch the damp bricks on either side.
At length the tunnel opened and became a vault; she found herself trap-
ped in it, bricks meeting her wherever she turned, alone with a little
deformed man who squatted on the floor gibbering, with long nails. His
face was pitted and like the face of an animal. The wall behind him

: 1)
oozed with damp, which collected into drops and slid down.
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“Miss Vinrace,” Mrs. Flushing whispered peremptorily, “stay to lunch-
eon. It’'s such a dismal day. They don’t even give one beef for luncheon.

a5
Please stay.

L, 75y vV IREAR VA T o AR SIIT R Lk EDT ARG LA D B
LSRRG BRBH, 1 -V Y v EDESE,

She looked round her. “I hate this place. I hate these people.” she
said. “I wish you'd come up to my room with me. I do want to taek

to you” @

L, Vo BB ThE, ¥NT I VIELDEALRETS D,

“T don’t believe you've ever been in my room,” she added, and turned
away as if she meant Rachel to follow her. Rachel followed, for it seemed
possible that each new person might remove the mystery which burdened

(18)
her.
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“I like walking in Richmond Park and singing to myself and knowing

it doesn’t matter a damn to anybody. I like seeing things go on — as

we saw you that might when vou didn't see us — I look the freedom of
(22

it — it’s like being the wind or the sea.”
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He tried all sorts of pictures, taking them from the lives of friends of
his, for he knew many different married couples; but he saw them al-
ways, walled up in a warm firelit room. When, on the other hand, he be-
gan to think of unmarried people he saw them active in a unlimited world;
above all, standing on the same ground as the rest, without shelter or
advantage. All the most individual and humane of his friends were bache-
lors and spinsters; indeed he was surprised to find that the women he
most admired and knew best were unmarried svomen. Marriage seemed

an
to be worse for them than it were for men.
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Once he held his breath and listened actutely; she was still breathing;
he went on thinking for some time, they seemed to be thinking together;
he seemed to be Rachel as well as himself; and then he listened again;
no, she hes ceased to breathe. So much the better — this was death. It
was nothing; it was to cease to breathe, It was happiness, it was perfect
happiness. They had now what they wanted to have, the union which
had been impessible while they lived. Unconscious whether he thaought
the words or spoke them aloud, he said, “No two people have ever been

(29)
so happy as we have been. No one has ever loved as we have loved.”
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All these voices sounded gratefully in St. John’s ears as he lay half-
asleep, and yet vividly conscious of everything around him. Across his eyes
passed a procession of objects, black and indistinct, the figures of people
picking up their books, their cards, their balls of wool, their work—baskets,

and passing him one after another on their way to bed.
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“Of course we’re always writing about women — abusing them, or

jeering at them, or worshipping them; but it’s never come from women
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themselves. I believe we still don’t know in the least how they live, or what
they feel, or what they do precisely. If one’s a man, the only confidences
one gets are from young women about their love affairs. But the lives
of women of forty, of unmarried w"omen, of working women, of women
who keeps shops and bring up children, of women like your aunts or Mrs.
Thornbury or Miss Allan — one knows nothing whatever about them.
They won't tell you. Either they're afraid, or they've got a way of treat-

D)
ing men. It’s the man’s view that’s represented, you see.
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(1963. 1. 31)
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(L Cf. Aileen Pippett : The Moth and the Star, 1955, p. 83.

(2) Cf. ibid., p. 63. 13, 19202 A 4 At AL ‘I've not read it {The Vo-
vage Out) since July 1913 r A5 B%hufﬁtﬂﬁ‘?éifi< i & s
mafsd 5 _C"@ ZDD

B reEziE7I v W 73 703 [¥r—-2=7H] oksTROL
AN T B, ‘Her own achievement may appear now to be a more
limited one than it did when her novels were first read, and her lasting
contribution to fiction may be reduced to a single novel, To the Lighthouse.
{The Modern Age, p. 257}

(4) Virginia Woolf : The Common Reader (First Series), pp. 172-3.

{5) Joan Bennett: Virginia Wolf, 1949, p. 3.
(6) E. M. Forster : Aspects of the Novel, pp. 29-30.
(7) The Voyage Out, p. 262.

)
(@) bid., p. 266.
(9) Ct. “What is meant by “reality” ? It would seem to be something very

errafic, very undependable — now to he found in 2 dusty road, now in a

serap of newspaper in the street, now a daffodil in the sun. It lights up
a group in a room and stamps some casual saying. It overwhelms one
walking home beneath the stars and makes the silent world more real than
the world of speech — and then there it is again in an omnibus in the
uproar of Piccadilly. Sometimes, too, it seems to dwell in shapes too far
away for us to discern what their nature is. But whatever it touches, it
fixes and makes permanent. That is what remains over when the skin of
the day has been cast into the hedge; that is what is left of past time
and of our loves and hates. Now the writer, as I think, has the chance
to live more than other people in the presence of this reality. It is his
business to find it and collect it and communicate it to the rest of us. {4
Room of Oneg’s Own, pp. 165-6)

{10) The Voyage Qui, p. 92.

(11) Ibid., p. 4.

(12) Ihid., p. 251.

(13) Ct. The Common Reader (First Series), p. 169.

{14) The Vayage Out, p. 85.

{15) Ibid., p. 86.
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(16) Ibid., p. 283.

A7) Ibid., p. 300,

(18) Ibid., p. 308.

(19} Cf. E. M. Forster : Two Cheers for Democracy, 1951, p. 258.

(20) The Voyage Out, pp. 14-5.

@1) Iid., p. 351.

(22) Ibid., p. 261.

(23) Mrs Dalloway, p. 131. 7zds [HM] R&2EF DX 5 —MMH 5,
‘To feel anything strongly was to create an abyss between oneself and
others whe feel strongly perhaps but differently.’ {p. 34)

{24) The Voyage Out, p. 295.

(25) Ibid., p. 298.

(26) V7 —v =7 » w70 EAETUTDOERIC R BT T B
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“I] always think religion's like collecting beetles,” she (Mrs. Dalloway)

said, summing up the discussion as she went up the stairs with Helen.
“QOne person has a passion for black beetles; another hasn't; it's no good
arguing about it. What's your black beetle now 7 (p. 60}
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{28} Cf. Erich Fromm : The Act of Loving (3R [ET2 L w52k ] p. 12

(29) The Voyage Out, p. 431,

(30) Cf. Nikolai A. Berdyeav: Solitude and Society. (3R Thh: EHE0HR]
p. 1453

(31) The Vovage Out, pp. B4-5.

(32) Cf. The Common Reader (First Series), p. 189.

33) A Roamn of One's Own, pp. 109-110.

(34) Cf. Bernard Blackstone : Virginia Woolf (a booklet), 1952, p. 11.

35 A Roomt of One’s Own, p. 11.

(36} The Voyage Out, p. 268,

(37) Cf. “Virginia Woolf is a novelist of very narrow limits. It is absurd to
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say she could not create character : her characters are thoroughly convin-
cing. But the range of those she creates is very small. They belong not
only to a certain class, the upper middle-class intelligentsia, but also to a
certain temperament.------" (Walter Allen : The English Novel, p. 351)

(38) The Common Reader (First Series), p. Z18.
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