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Abstract
Family Farm Agreement
and Changing Rural Families

Naoto SUGIOKA

The typical rural families of Japan are still stem families and
seem to confinue to be from a point of view of farm family system.
However, there is currently leeway with in the family and social
structure.

This paper focuses on a radical shift design to establish new
concept of family farms in Japan. The aim of this paper is to
introduce the concept of stem family system into nuclear family
system.

The changing process of rural family and agricultural
production after World War 1l can dedivided into three stages.

The first stage (1950-69): tenant farmers became in-
dependent by Farmland Reform and afterwards many agricultural
families géve up farming and moved to work in cities as a
consequence of industrialization process.

The second stage (1970-1989): farm families were forced to
reduce products by the change of agricultural trading policies. Since
1985, the nonmigration type of retired farmers has appeared, which
is becoming the normal life of the retired.

The third stage : while in the 1990s we can easily find
successful rural stem family with the expanded farm holdings, we
can also find farm families consisting of an old couple with no
successor. Farm families are declining and need new system.

With reflection of the modernization, we need alternative of
family system of farming under the concept of nuclear family.



