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“Guess now who holds thee ?"—

“Death,” 1 said. But there,

The silver answer rang : “Not Death, but Love.”
[FEVBE2ER|e i Bom 7]

[FTT] R nle EHBRBLIEELYD o1 [FET

—_ 3 —



Tonvs, BAL Lo
BHh hEAT MR E MG RETR, A0S PRERECEAT,
T RS ONDOB T L OREAB LI X 575, Do not say,
“J love her for her smile—her Jook—her way of speaking gently,—or a
trick of thought That falls in well with mine, and certes brought A sense
of pleasant ease on such a day”—
G L LURERE, —~WORSN Sl EBHLACELDL 0N
B Do

But love me for love’s sake, that evermore

Thou may'st love on, through love’s eternity.
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For grief indeed is love and grief beside.

Vet love me—wilt thou? Open thine heart wide,

And hold within the wet wings of the dove.
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Ab, did you ence see Shelley plain,

And did he stop and spoke to you,

And did you speak to him again ?

And strange it seems and new !

But you were living before that,

And also you are living after ;

And the memory 1 started at—

My starting moves your laughter.
(Memorabilia I-1I)
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The Child is father of the man
And I could wish my days to be
Bound each to each by natural piety.
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Thou, whose exterior semblance doth belie
Thy soul’s immensity ;
Thou best Philosopher, who yet dost keep
Thy heritage, thou Eye among the blind,
That, deaf and silent, read’st the eternal deep,
Haunted forever by the eternal mind,—
Mighty Prophet! Seer best!
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Grow old along with me!
The best is yet to be,
The last of life, for which the first was made :
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As the bird wings and sings, Let us cry

“All good things Are ours, nor soul helps

flesh more, now than flesh helps soul I”
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Therefore I summon age To grant youth’s heritage, Life’s struggle
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By The Fire-Side

1

How well I know what I mean to do

When the long dark Autumn evenings come,

And where, my soul, is thy pleasant hue?

With the music of all thy voices, dumb

In life’s November too! 5
2

1 shall be found by the fire, suppose,

Q'er a great wise book as beseemeth age,

While the shutters flap as the cross-wind blows,

And I turn the page, and I turn the page,

Not verse now, only prose! 10
3

Till the young ones whisper, finger on lip,

“There he is at it, deep in Greek—

Now or never, then, out we slip

To cut from the hazels by the creek

A mainmast for our ship.” 15
4

I shall be at it indeed, my friends!

Greek puts already on either side

Such a branch-work forth, as soon extends

To a vista opening far and wide,

And I pass out where it ends. 20
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5
The outside—frame like your hazel-trees—
But the inside-archway narrows fast,
And a rarer sort succeeds to these,
And we slope to Italy at last
And youth, by green degrees.
6
I follow wherever I am led,
Knowing so well the leader’s hand—
Oh, woman-couniry, wooed, not wed,
Loved all the more by earth’s male-lands,
Laid to their hearts instead!
7
Look at the ruined chapel again
Half way up in the Alpine gorge.
Is that a tower, I point you plain,
Or is it a mill or an iron forge
Breaks solitude in vain?
8
A turn, and we stand in the heart of things;
The woods are round us, heaped and dim ;
From slab to slab how it slips and springs,
The thread of water single and slim,
Thro' the ravage some torrent brings!
9
Does it feed the little lake below ?
That speck of white just on its marge
Is Pella ; see, in the evening glow
How sharp the silver spear-heads charge

When Alp meets Heaven in snow.

22 ingide-archway n.=H{lO7 —F+FolkE—+ ) v 7 DEHEHHEORE

25 youth n.=%JijfTo luly ¥ 53 HE0ROE
34 iron forge n.=0BIAT, (KELXFIHLELEIE)

25

30

35

40

45



5
O Er R E OB S b—

IGEEE RSNl 3 e
IhOREBEETHLOERRD

2 Thh G 2WICS 2 1 7 i
BRI D LTOHFHFEOEIC V5,

6
PGS, WIS ZHE B LG
ERNEOFHMI > il h—

&, “EOE L, FRkdHbhT, BT,
MEDBEHOEACLWLELERXLED Y
SO DZR LS ]

7
D THEOHEBEICH Y Lo &
7»72@@@@$mkw
bﬁhé?ﬁ%&b%
BB D SRR o %
BEXEL L)

8
%%%?hmbh&ﬁ%®$ukﬁfb,
RATHAAN D, EDTFL,

HERI DERENE T T EFRE LI
—fioETaRoEhk
PR DA o ER D

9
cofh, BopElcrrE A5
FREOE &L 2T ORe b
R, 2o a5
HEOROMEDO VLT LD,
TATAOBBEAED ¥ ERCET LB,

328 slab n.=thin flat stone =42
40 ravage n.=destruction Ai#LF-RR
44 charge v.=to place in position for onset (C. Q. D) X 3



10
On our other side is the straight-up rock ;
And a path is kept ’twixt the gorge and it
By boulder-stones lichens mock
The marks on a moth, and small ferns fit
Their teeth to the polished block,

11
Oh, the sense of the yellow mountain flowers,
And the thorny balls, each three in one,
The chestnuts throw on our path in showers,
For the drop of the woodland fruit’s begun
These early November hours—

12
That crimson the creeper’s leaf across
Like a splash of blood, intense, abrupt,
O’er a shield, else gold from rim to boss,
And lay it for show on the fairy—cupped
Elf-needled mat of moss,

13
By the rose-flesh mushrooms, undivulged
Last evening—nay, in to—day's first dew
Yon sudden coral nipple bulged
Where a freaked, fawn—coloured, flaky crew
Of toad-stools peep indulged.

14
And yonder, at foot of the fronting ridge
That takes the turn to a range beyond,
Is the chapel reached by the one-arched bridge

Where the water is stopped in a stagnant pond

Danced over by the midge.

48 bhoulder-stones n.=water-worn rounded stones T

52 thorny balls n.=Fm& (- a)
58 else adv.=otherwise 27c<¢ L4X
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59 fairy-cupped adi.=¥alkmnbiguv k-1
60 Elf-needled adj=ikErtg-7
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15
The chapel and bridge are of stone alike,
Blackish grey and mostly wet ;
Cut hemp-stalks steep in the narrow dyke,
See here again, how the lichens fret
And the roots of the ivy strike! 75

16
Poor little place, where its one priest comes

On a festa—day, if he comes at ali,

To the dozen folk from their scattered homes,

Gathered within that precinct small

By the dozen ways one roams 80
17

To drop from the charcoal-burners’ huts,

Or climb from the hemp-dressers’ low shed,

Leave the grange where the woodman stores his nuts,

Or the wattled cote where the fowlers spread

Their gear on the rock’s bare juts. 85
18

It has some pretension too, this front,

With its bit of fresco half-moon-wise

Set over the porch, art’s early wont—

"T'is John in the Desert, I surmise,

But has borne the weather’s brunt— 90

19
Not frem the fault of the builder, though,

For a pent-house properly projects
Where three carved beams malke a certain show,
Dating—good thought of our architect’s—

'Five, six, nine, he lets you know. 95

75 strike v.=penetrate HOBEITIEXHIANRD OE

77 festa-day n.=holiday or saint's day # [V ¥ 7 #fi&n 3t i s

81 drop v.=to come info place (C. 0.D.) HoE&itkeiTo climb G LT
Febd0E
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85 gear n.—apparatus—{tH# (Z O FCREES)
87 fresco n.=EEE-—FILBEOB AN 5 BICKBE T o
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20
And all day long a bird sings there,
And a stray sheep drinks at the pond at times :
The place is silent and aware ;
It has had its scenes, its joys and crimes,
But that is its own affair.

21
My perfect wife, my Leonor,
Oh, heart my own, oh, eyes, mine too,
Whom else could 1 dare look backward for,
With whom beside should 1 dare pursue
The path grey heads abhor ?

22
For it leads to a crag’s sheer edge with them ;
Youth, flowery all the way, there stops—
Not they ; age threatens and they contemn,
Till they reach the gulf wherein youth drops,
One inch from our life’s safe hem!

23
With me, youth led—I will speak now,
No longer watch you as you sit
Reading by fire-light, that great brow
And the spirit-small hand propping it
Mutely-—my heart knows how—

24
When, if I think but deep enough,
You are wont to answer, prompt as rhyrne;
And you, too, find without a rebuff
The response your soul seeks many a time
Piercing its fine flesh-stuff—

92 pent-house n.=sloping roof Ji£
98 aware adj.=conscious—HBONEF, BHOoTHZFDE
101 Leonor Besthoven ¢ opera “Fidelio” OirE AL TR cEDH

100

105

110

115

120
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114 spirit-small hand #FEoFo s Ui & F

117 prompt as rhyme [f7-C¥# AL ] MEDADTRIE

120 fine flesh-stuff=delicately fashioned flesh-stuff MEiOHNIEZ WD L 570A
{& (Hilliard’s comment on Mrs. Browning)



25
My own, confirm me! If [ tread

This path back, is it not in pride

To think how little T dreamed it led

To an age so blest that hy its side

Youth seems the waste instead! 25

26
My own, see where the years conduct!

At first, "twas something our two souls

Should mix as mists do : each is sucked

Into each now ; on, the new stream rolls,

Whatever rocks obstruct, 130
27

Think, when our cne soul understands

The great Word which makes all things new—

When earth breaks up and Heaven expands—

How will the change strike me and you

In the House not made with hands? 135
28

Oh, I must feel your brain prompt mine,

Your heart anticipate my heart,

You must be just before, in fine,

See and make me see, for your part,

New depths of the Divine! 140

29
But who could have expected this,

When we two drew together first

Tust for the obvious human bliss,

To satisfy life’s daily thirst

With a thing men seldom miss ? 145

121 confirm v.=sanction AFET5H

136 obstruct v.=bhlock up fdir

132 The great Word— [ B X7z LIZT_TOd 0FHTT5 ] BRE2: 505
xR
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30

Come back with me to the first of all,

Let us lean and love it over again-—

Let us now forget and then recall,

Break the rosary in a pearly rain,

And gather what we let fall! 150
31

What did [ say 7—that a small bird sings

All day long, save when a brown pair

Of hawks from the wood float with wide wings

Strained to a bell : *gainst the ncon-day glare

You count the streaks and rings. 155

32
But at afternocon or almost eve

*Tis better ; then the silence grows

To that degree you half believe

It must get rid of what it knows,

Its hosom does so heave. 160
33

Hither we walked, then, side by side,

Arm in arm and cheek to cheek,

And still I questioned or replied,

While my heart, convulsed to really speak,

Lay choking in its pride. 165
34

Silent the crumbling bridge we cross,

And pity and praise the chapel sweet,

And care about the fresco’s loss,

And wish for our souls a like retreat,

And wonder at the moss. 170

149 rosary—3 b U o 7 HEOEL, WL Ave Maria 0o B55H0G D

154 strained to a bell-B2 052t TRERY T 20

160 heave v.=to raise and fall with alternate motions as the lungs in heavy
breathing. BH RS2
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164 convulse v.=to agitate greatly i Yiche b
168 less n.=damage H{FNE
169 retreat n.=The place to which any one retires [Bf



35
Stoop and kneel on the settle under—
Look through the window’s grated square :
Nothing to see! for fear of plunder,
The cross is down and the atlar bare,
As if thieves don’t fear thunder.

36
We stoop and look in through the grate,
See the little porch and rustic door,
Read duly the dead builder’s date,
Then cross the bridge we crossed before,
Take the path again—but wait!

37
Oh moment, one and infinite !
The water slips o'er stock and stone ;
The west is tender, hardly bright.
How grey at once is the evening grown—
One star, the chrysolite!

38
We two stood there with never a third,
But each by each, as each knew well.
The sights we saw and the sounds we heard,
The lights and the shades made up a spell
Till the trouble grew and stirred.

39
Oh, the little more, and how much it is!
And the little less, and what worlds away !
How a sound shall quicken content to bliss,
Or a breath suspend the blood’s hest play,
And life be a proof of this!

171 the settle n.=a bench with a high back EHT

175

180

185

190

195

175 thunder n.=tOBEIMORD £ LTOER, to utter violent denunciation,

182 stock n.=a block of wood Yk
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40
Had she willed it, still had stood the screen
So slight, so sure, 'twixt my love and her.
1 could fix her face with a guard between,
And find her soul as when friends confer,
Friends—lovers that might have been. 200

41
For my heart had a touch of the woodland time,

Wanting to sleep now over its best.

Shake the whole tree in the summer-prime,

But bring to the last leaf no such test.

“Hold the last fast!” says the rhyme. 200

42
For a chance to make your little much,

To gain a lover and loss a friend,

Venture the tree and a myriad such,

When nothing you mar but the year can mend!

But a last leaf—fear to touch. 210

43
Yet should it unfasten itself and fall

Eddying down till it find your face

At some slight wind—{best chance of all!)

Be your heart henceforth its dwelling-place

You trembled to forestal ! 215

44
Worth how well, those dark grey eyes,

—That hair so dark and dear, how worth

That a man should strive and agonise,

And taste a very hell on earth

For the hope of such a prize! 220

108 fix her face ® fix i3 to direct her gaze or attention @I, U &B% A
T

201 touch n.=mental sensitiveness—#i¥ & A FROLOF

206 to make your little much &k o—{TEERIZHELS



40

WA OER D2, AR E L 2 DI
e ETENT AR TORHDH DL Lich A,
dodt, EAEBIZLC, LB REL DD
FToLEkd, MEORTL0P LI

MR I—HEFOHFLZNEFHL LT,

4l
T, bHDLHROFHOBREH D T
HEDFEDOEREELEFRLA & T,
HERBo 2RO T LR
ENVEEOBRECIEORLILSD X
Hoizv b, TREOFEIRE] &

42
WOZLEEHRLLD
EREHSLIMAY S BIFEOIDTIE
Foefor T b o bRt e THE
rolEohoEBols dtahn
AREREO—IFEI L LTEALS N,

Ht 43
Linh Thi| b BnT
FYRILEGEE, DU
oY B AR T (JBITFO@AL5~)
O, Wh Y TOERCLLD X
FIEHH E B EREDDELEDT

44
bhiCE &, HOBHRECE
WREEOILOM LEE, LT
A REREY R ALY, BT LS
HEDWMBRYHT Lich kT
Wi L o ke h LT

209 mar v.=ruin
212 Eddying ad.=moving in an eddy. iHEEH<, B b3
215 forestal=forestall v. to stop from happening—ittz Hhie ek



45
Oh, you might have turned and tried a man,
Set him a space to weary and wear,
And prove which suited more your plan,
His best of hope or his worst despair,
Yet end as he began.

46
But you spared me this, like the heart you are,
And filled my empty heart at a word.
If you join two lives, there is oft a scar,
They are one and one, with a shadowy third;
One near one is too far.

47
A moment after, and hands unseen
Were hanging the night around us fast.
But we knew that a bar was broken hetween
Life and life ; we were mixed at last
In spite of the mortal screen.

48
The forests had done it ; there they stood—
We caught for a second the powers at play :
They had mingled us so, for once and for good,
Their work was done—we might go or stay,
They relapsed to their ancient mood.

49
How the world is made for each of us!
How all we perceive and know in it
Tends to some moment’s product thus,
When a soul declares ifself-—to wit,

By its fruit—the thing it does!

231 hands n.=manners of handling F oz
235 mortal screen n.=oHRE b OREORT
237 powers n.=HAOHERE, HHEOITE
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240 relapse v.=restore to a former place 4 FiR3
245 the thing it does! its fruit i apposition & L-CHitr
248 recruit=strengthen fi&i 2 O



50
Be Hate that fruit or Love that {ruit,
It forwards the General Deed of Man,
And each of the Many helps to recruit
The life of the race by a general plan,
Each living his own, to boot.
51
I am named and known by that moment’s feat,
There took my station and degree,
So grew my own small life complete
As nature obtained her hest of me—
One born to love you, sweet!
52
And to watch you sink by the fire-side now
Back again, as you mutely sit
Musing by fire-light, that great brow
And the spirit-small hand propping it
Yonder, my heart knows how !
53
So the earth has gained by one man more,

And the gain of earth must be Heaven's gain too,

~ And the whole is well worth thinking o'er
When the autumn comes : which I mean to do

One day, as T said before.

250 to boot=in addition - &3z, EFiL--Tr0REHLT

951 feat n.—achievement 3% IoiLhE

254 her best of me -bhFHHBOEFHOLDE LIDOE

255

265
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256 to watch you (1EfT® to love you REMBIZEEL T, & $iC one bornizhind
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