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[Abstract]

The Roots of Social Model (1) : Life History of Paul Hunt

Koichiro TANAKA

The aim of this paper is to examine the life history of Paul Hunt (1937 -1979), who initiated
the setting up of UPIAS, and until he died in 1979 always led the organisation in its organized
actions against various social injustices, development of the disability theory with the social
model at its core, and contributed to the development of disability movement and disability
studies not only in Britain but the rest of the world, and by doing so, illuminated the process
which led to his forming the social definition of disability with members of UPIAS and
internal necessity which led to the formation of UPIAS. Specifically, by tracing his disability
experiences from early days, resistance activities, as well as research and writing activities,
this paper looks into the germination of the social model concept, which regards the “disability
problem” as a form of social oppression = disability, and the thought process leading up to his

recognition of the need for organisations run by disabled people.

Key words : Social Model, UPIAS, Disability








