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[Abstract]

The Sense and New Direction of Foreign Language Education:
Researching the Sense and the Direction of Second Language
Education, Following its Historical Development at Hokusei
Gakuen University

Momoyo TAKAHASHI

As globalization brought about changes in social and economic development, the Standards
for the Establishment of Universities were revised in 1991. This has had a profound influence,
in particular on second language education. As a result, the role of language education in
university education as a whole has been decreasing and continues to do so. By following
historically how foreign language education has developed from the founding of Hokusei Girls’
School up to today’s Hokusei Gakuen University, this paper illustrates the essential sense of
second language education and investigates its direction in the future. The system of academic
area minors created in 2007 offers integral learning which has the purposes of not only making
progress in language abilities, but also improving comprehension of another culture in all its
diversity and cultivating intellectual curiosity. This system can serve as one important and

useful model for second foreign language education in the future.

Key words : Second Foreign Language Education, Standards for the Establishment of Universities,

Academic Area Minor, Multilingualism, Plurilingualism








