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[Abstract]

The Processes of Standardization and Indigenization of
Hokkaido Japanese Over a Half Century:
A Real-time Trend Study

Shoji TAKANO

It is widely known that Hokkaido Japanese has undergone large-scale standardization
since the post-war era. Rigorous investigation of linguistic variation and change in Hokkaido,
on the other hand, had its peak in the 1980s, and it has quickly become obsolete since then
perhaps due to a general assumption that linguistic standardization in Hokkaido is near
completion. Accordingly, it is not deniable that recent linguistic situations in Hokkaido have
been understudied for this past quarter century. Based on questionnaire survey data on
variable uses of lexical and grammatical features provided by 241 Hokkaido-born informants,
the present study answers the following questions: how standardization of Hokkaido Japanese
has progressed in more recent years, what has happened to newly born indigenous uses
of language (often labeled as “neo-dialects”) that emerged against the wave of massive
standardization back in the 1980s, and what features of Hokkaido Japanese in particular have
died out under the pressure of standardization or have survived (or even diffused) as the
markers of local pride and identity. The study adopts the real-time paradigm of research on
language change. Taking advantage of the outcome of a few large-scale studies that were
conducted in the 1950s (Survey I) and the 1980s (Survey II), this follow-up study (Survey
III) proposes the typology of real-time trajectories of linguistic changes that have taken place

in Hokkaido over this past half century.

Key words : Language Change, Real-time Study, Standardization, Neo-dialects,
Hokkaido Japanese






