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[Abstract]

The Relationships between the Temporal Adverb ca:
and the Modal Particle /e in Chinese

Yanhong ZHANG

This paper discusses the relationships between the temporal adverb ca: and the modal
particle /e in the Chinese language. It is generally said that these two Chinese words are not
used in combination in the same sentence. However, linguistic facts show that some exceptions
do exist. First, in this study, different uses of the temporal adverb cai are classified into two
groups: prototypes and variations. Then these uses are analyzed systematically, and their rela-
tionships with the modal particle /e are examined. Finally, this article shows what linguistic
phenomena occur and what corresponding relationships between the Chinese and Japanese lan-
guages are found in this regard both when cai and /e co-occur in the same sentence and when
they do not.

Key words: Temporal Adverb, Event, le Leaning toward the Actualization of an Event, /e Leaning to-
ward Subjective Emphasis
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