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[Abstract]

A Study of Hokkaido Folk Tales No.5:
A Study of the Legend of Yoshitsune in Hokkaido

Toshio ABE

The Legend of Yoshitsune has been passed down from generation to generation
by word of mouth in 110 areas throughout Hokkaido. The legend contains a variety of
themes including the story of the break up of Yoshitsune and an Ainu girl, how he
taught agriculture and fishing to the Ainu, stealing a scroll from the Ainu, the re-
mains of the Benkei sumo wrestling site, a deed of debt, Benkei’s sister and a giant
serpent, and the story of the Imperial Shizuka. The diversity of this folklore is related
to the background as follows. First, there was the assimilation policy of the Edo
Shogunate and Meiji Restoration government administrators for indigenous Ainu peo-
ple in Hokkaido, the then Ezo. Second, the legend’s role (as a story for the common
people) of expressing the prayer, desire and the recognition of work by the settlers
who emigrated to Hokkaido after the Meiji Restoration. Third, Japan’s inroads into
East Asia. And last, the aim to stimulate development. Such elements have made the
legend of Yoshitsune very rich in content. I believe that this legend should be orally
handed down in the future not only for the political purpose of administrators but as

a romance of the common people.

Key Words: Tale of Hero’s Immortality, Tale of Yoshitsune’s North Bound, Places
Where the Yoshitsune Legend was Passed Down Orally, Tale of
Yoshitsune Genghis Khan.
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