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I have written to ask Niles if we shld.
Seek a new title or rely on “Part Seco-
nd.” If we have a title, how would
“Indian Pipe and Witch Hazel” do—
they being the two weird flowers &

hence significant of her. It really needs
both to characterize her. We cd. Then

put yr. Design (w.h.) on the new vol-
ume. T.W.H (Todd, 150)
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In Shining groups, each stem a pearly ray,
Weird flecks of light within the shadowed wood,
They dwell aloof, a spotless sisterhood.

No Angelus, except the wild bird’s lay,
Awakes these forest nuns; yet night and day
Their heads are bent, as if in prayerful mood.
A touch will mar their snow, and tempests
Defile; but in the mist fresh blossoms stray
From spirit-gardens just beyond our ken.

Each year we seek their virgin haunts, to look
Upon new loveliness, and watch again

Their shy devotions near the singing brook;
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Then, mingling in the dizzy stir of men,

Forget the vows made in that cloistered nook.!
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Pale, mournful flower, that hidest in shade
Mild dewy damps and murky glade,

With moss and mould,

Why dost thou hang thy ghastly head,

So sad and cold? (Sanders, 199)
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Dear Friend
That without suspecting it you should

send me the preferred flower of life,

seems almost supernatural, and the
sweet glee that I felt at meeting it I
could confide to none. I still cherish
the clutch with which I bore it from
the ground when a wondering child,
an unearthly booty, and maturity only
enhances mystery, never decreases it.
To duplicate the vision is almost more
amazing, for God’s unique capacity is
too surprising to surprise. I know not
how to thank you. We do not thank
the rainbow, although its trophy is a
snare.

To give delight is hallowed —perhaps
the toil of angels, whose avocations
are concealed—

With joy,
E. Dickinson
(L769)
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In the autumn of 1882 I had wished to
send Emily Dickinson some little re-
membrance, and by a happy thought
decided to paint for her a group of

those weird but perfect flowers of shade

and silence, the monotropa, or “Indian
Pipe.” (Todd, 439)
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"Tis whiter than an Indian Pipe—

"Tis dimmer than a Lace—
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No stature has it, like a Fog

When you approach the place—

Not any voice imply it here

Or intimate it there

A spirit—how doth it accost—

What function hath the Air?

This limitless Hyperbole

Each one of us shall be—

"Tis Drama—if Hypothesis

It be not Tragedy—
(Fr1513/J1482)2
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EVWbnbdTIY 4R, ZOFEEZHRAL X
S5 LHND BT ZREITHIT RS & L
T, NANTREZEZ KT, 18624E7 5654
2T T O R OFHE D M 2 8% T 23Tz
EVELfhm, Tbb, EETWBHHO%4
FEBEET DI L a@R UL LTOH
fitk % Z OFIZERD L TV,

This is a Blossom of the Brain—
A small—italic Seed
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Lodged by Design or Happening
The Spirit fructified—

Shy as the Wind of his Chambers
Swift as a Freshet’s Tongue

So of the Flower of the Soul

Its process is unknown.

When it is found, a few rejoice
The Wise convey it Home
Carefully cherishing the spot

If other Flower become.

When it is lost, that Day shall be

The Funeral of God,

Upon his Breast, a closing Soul

The Flower of our Lord.
(Fr1112/3945)
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[Abstract]

Emily Dickinson and Indian Pipes

Mikako AGEISHI

In 1890, when the first edition of Emily Dickinson’s “Poems” was published post-
humously by Mabel Loomis Todd and T. W. Higginson, the cover was adorned with
an illustration of Indian Pipes painted by Todd. Why were they used on the cover in-
stead of roses, daisies or violets, flowers that Dickinson preferred and frequently re-
ferred to in her poems and letters? This simple question is the starting point of this
paper. The picture on the book cover was based on a black panel of Indian Pipes
which Emily received from Mrs. Todd late in her life, near the end of September 1882.
This paper attempts to explore why Mrs. Todd drew the picture of Indian Pipes for
Emily. In the hypothesis, some analogies between the Indian Pipes and Emily Dick-
inson are examined for their resemblance, firstly by physical aspects and then from a
botanical or horticultural standpoint. The life force which Emily had as a poet, and

how it connects with the Indian Pipe flower, are also discussed.

Key Words: Emily Dickinson, Indian Pipes, Gardening
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