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[Abstract]

"Woman Role and Duty" According to
the National Moral Textbook during the Russo-Japanese War

Jason BARROWS

While there is little doubt that the boys were trained to be the soldiers of the fu-
ture during their school years by the National Morals Textbook, the question of what
the girls were to contribute socially and culturally to Imperial Japan still remains. This
question was addressed by the National Morals Textbook in answer to the effects of
the war, when the husbands, the main money-makers of the family, were drafted and
either killed or injured on the battlefield. For example, there is a section that teaches
girls the mother's responsibility to her family and to the nation. Girls were taught how
women should respond to the demands of "total war" and how the parts they played in
the conflict challenged traditional ideas about women's "proper role" in society as wives,
mothers, workers, victims, and patriots. We will exam young women's part in society

and how they were taught to respond to the demands of "total war."

Key Words: National Morals Textbook, Russo-Japanese War
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