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[Abstract]

A Study of Hokkaido Folk Tales No. 4:
An Examination of the Legend The Red Snake Shrine
in Kitahiroshima, Hokkaido

Toshio ABE

The legend of The Red Snake Shrine is about a hard working pioneer named
Buemon who finds a burnt snake in the hollow of a huge old ash tree he cut and
burned during the cultivation of Hiroshima. This legend was first told by then 93-year
old Tomo Kishimoto in 1896. (Published in the first issue of The Local Research of
Hiroshima Village in 1967.) Since then, it has been introduced in a collection of photo-
graphs, picture cards, children's books and local history books by local historians and
librarians,and has been dramatized nine times. The background of this legend is the su-
perstitious folk belief of the need to prevent the half-killing of animals especially
snakes and frogs. Later, the cause of the death of landowners' family members after
the memorial services was discovered to be lung disease. As above, one can find that
oral literature (in this case, legend, superstition etc.) has always been created.
Therefore, I believe that when thinking of the future of oral literature studies, the
creation of oral literatures by local historians and librarians in a short period of time

(about a century) must be included.

Key Words: Tomo KISIMOTO, Yosiaki OHTANI, Hiroshima Village
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