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The motto of the mongoose family, so
Mr. Kipling tells us, is: "Go and find
out." If Caroline ever adopts a crest, I
should certainly suggest a mongoose
rampant. One might omit the first
part of the motto. Caroline can do
any amount of finding out by sitting
placidly at home. (Christie, 2)
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[Abstract]

Kipling Who Murdered Ackroyd:
Kipling's 1920s Whodunit

Mikako AGEISHI

The glory days of rule-bound literary detective fiction arrived during the 1920s and
1930s, the so-called 'Golden Age," when 'classic’ or 'analytic' stories of detection challenging
the reader to answer the question '"Whodunit?' dominated the best-seller lists. One popular
example of classical English detective fiction is Agatha Christie's The Murder of Roger
Ackroyd, in which she uses Kipling's mongoose to describe Caroline's inquisitiveness.
This paper discusses the relationship between Christie and Kipling, examining how
Christie quoted Kipling, and it examines Kipling's detective story titled "Fairy-Kist"
written in the Golden Age. Finally, comparing Kipling's pre-WWI story called "The

Gardener," this paper characterizes the features of his detective plot formula.

Key Words: Whodunit, Shell Shock, Detective Fiction





