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[Abstract]

The Circumstances Which Influenced the Retsureppu
Amateur Theatricals: Focusing on the Golden Age

Katsuyori TAKAHASHI

The focus of this paper is the influences on the maturity of the Retsureppu
Amateur Theatricals (RAT). The activities, which originated in 1902 (Meiji 35) in the
Retsureppu area of Sinoro Village (located just north of Sapporo, Hokkaido) by farm-
ers, gradually progressed due to the solidarity of the participants and the support of
the villagers. In the Taisho era, the theatricals reached their zenith. The ripeness would
be imagined for example by the construction of their own theatre with a revolting
stage, which was very rare in Hokkaido in those days, and the achievements of tours
to rural areas. This paper discusses four aspects. Firstly, the growth of the theatre cul-
ture in Sapporo in the Taisho era. Secondly, the relationship between Shinoro Village
and Soganoya Gokuro, a successful comedian in Tokyo at that time. Thirdly, the natu-
ral differences of Ohnuma Sanshiro, the leader of the RAT and Soganoya Gokuro.
Lastly, the influence of theatre magazines, which started to be published in the Meiji
era, on Ohnuma. By considering these points, the incentive factors on the development
of the RAT are revealed.

Key Words: Japanese Theatre, Hokkaido, Amateur Theatricals





