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In the beginning the Old World scoffed
at our experiment; today our founda-
tions of political and social belief stand
unshaken, precious inheritance to our-
selves, an inspiring example of free-
dom and civilization to all mankind.
( “Harding's” )
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Doom began to acquire more slaves
and to cultivate some of his land, as
the white people did. But he never had
enough for them to do. In utter idle-
ness the majority of them led lives
transplanted whole out of African jun-
gles, save on the occasions when, en-
tertaining guests, Doom coursed them
with dogs. (82-83)
When Doom died, Issetibbeha, his son,
was nineteen. He became proprietor of
the land and of the quintupled herd of
blacks for which he had no use at all.
(83)
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he could hear two voices, himself and

himself.

“Who not dead?”

“You are dead.”

“Yao, I am dead,” he said quietly.

(93)
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“It's that I do not wish to die”

quiet tone, of slow and low amaze, as

—in a

though it were something that, until
the words had said themselves, he
found that he had not known, or had
not known the depth and extent of his
desire. (99)
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“The other day,” Madame Fontan said,

“there was a little French girl here
with her mother, the cousin of Fontan,
and she said to me, 'En Amerique il ne
faut pas etre catholique. It's not good
to be catholique. The Americans
doesn't like you to be catholique. It's
like the dry law.' I said to her, 'What
you going to be? Heh? It's better to be
catholique if you're catholique." But
she said, 'No, it isn't any good to be
catholique in America.' But I think it's
better to be catholique if you are. Ce
n'est pas bon de changer sa religion.

My God, no.” (168-69)
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The new generations wanted to be
Americans more than they wanted to
be Poles or Germans or Hungarians or
Italians or British. They wanted this
and they did it. (16)
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“When I go to the show I crouch down
like this and try to look small.” His
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voice was very high and breaking. “If
I give them a quarter they keep it all
but if T give them only fifteen cents
they let me in all right.” (162)
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Some of the very best Americans I
have ever known were naturalized
Americans, Americans born abroad.
[...]1if he is heartily and singly loyal to
this Republic, then no matter where he
was born, he is just as good as
American as any one else. (648-49)
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[Abstract]

What Is America?:
Views from the Lost Generation

Tetsuo UENISHI
Daiken FuJitTa
Tatsuro IDE
Tatsuhiko NAKANO
Hikaru FuJiu
Tadahiro HongYO

American culture and literature have characteristically continued to ask the ques-
tion, "what is America?" This is the case especially from the latter half of the 19th to
the early 20th century when America's ethnic demography drastically changed due to a
tidal wave of immigration. Such self-consciousness of the nation peaked in the 1920s
when regulations against immigration were introduced one after another and white
nativism prevailed as the Ku Klux Klan gained popularity. What did the young writers
called the Lost Generation, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Ernest Hemingway, and William
Faulkner, think of and express about this theme? The present essay is a collaboration
of six members who prepared for and held a workshop under this theme sponsored by

the Hokkaido Branch of the American Literature Society of Japan.

Key Words: Lost Generation, Fitzgerald, Faulkner, Hemingway, America





