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[Abstract]

A Study of Factors Related to Career Indecision
of College Students:

Comparison of Indecision Types

Keiko SHIKANAI

This study investigates the effects of parental modeling on the career indecision of
college students and the differences in career orientation among indecision types. A Career
Indecision Scale, Self Image as Worker Scale, Parent-adolescent Relationship Scale, and Job
Orientation Scale were administered to 186 college students. The Career Indecision Scale
was divided into six subscales: Indecision, Exploration, Confusion, Avoidance of Decision,
Easiness, and Instability. On the whole, positive parental modeling of the parent of the same
sex promoted the career decision status of students. However, for male students whose
mother is a housewife without a job, modeling after their mother was related to Avoidance
of Decision. For male students whose mother is a full-time worker, modeling after their
mother was positively related to career development. This result was interpreted to mean
that male students who model after a non-working mother have adhesion to their mother that
hinders their independence from parents and ego-development. Students of the Decision
Type have a positive self-image as a worker and high orientation toward a job. Students of

the Easiness Type are immature concerning career development.

Key words: Career Indecision, Indecision Type, College Students, Modeling after Parents
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