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[Abstract]

Students’ Needs and Regard for Learning Foreign Languages

Shuko SATO

Akira NAKAYA
Keiko HAYASAKA
Yoshiro TAKASHIMA
Eriya TANASE
James ALLISON
Thomas GOETZ

Drastic changes have taken place in university foreign language education since the 1991
Curriculum Reform for Universities. Results have indicated that college students are inter-
ested in a greater variety of foreign languages and less interested in English learning. These
changes have coincided with a worldwide trumpeting of the importance and usefulness of
learning English. To improve the language course curriculum in the future, a survey was
administered to determine students’ needs and how they regarded their foreign language
education. Approximately 800 sophomore students enrolled in required foreign language
courses (English, German, French, Chinese and Korean) were the subjects. The Likert-scale
questionnaire included sixty-two items concerning 1) students’ needs, 2) motivation, 3) course
evaluation and 4) students’ regard for their foreign language education. Statistical analysis
of the data revealed that a majority of the subjects recognized the importance of learning
foreign languages, but their course evaluation and regard for their foreign language educa-

tion varied depending on the language.

Key words: Students’ Needs, Course Evaluation, Foreign Language Teaching Curriculum





