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[Abstract]

The Rejection of Mimetic Poetry in Plato's Republic 10:
What and How Much Does Plato Reject?

Akira MIKAMI

This article purports to solve the problem of what and how much Plato rejects about mimetic poetry in
Republic 10. 595A-608B. By way of demonstration, first, an overview of his dealing with mimetic poetry in
Book 10 is given. Next, it is shown that his dealing with poetry in Book 10 is consonant with that in Books
2&3. Further, it is shown that the apparent discrepancy between Book 10 and Books 2&3 is explained in
terms of his curriculum for middle and higher education. Finally, it is shown that the rejection of mimetic

poetry is understood best in the context of civic education.

Key words : Plato, Republic, Book 10, Poetry, Mimetic
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