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[Abstract]

GHQ's Censorship and Japanese Juvenile Literature
During the Postwar Occupation, 1945-1949

Eiko TANI

Under the Allied Occupation of Japan from 1945 to 1949, all Japanese books, magazines, and newspapers
were subjected to censorship under the Press Code for Japan created by the GHQ (General Headquarters Far
East Command). The juvenile literature written during this period was no exception. This paper sheds light
on the nature of censorship under the Press Code during this period, as well as in what manners the Japanese
publishers, editors, and authors coped with the tight publishing environment under the occupational rule. The
Prange Collection of the University of Maryland, U.S.A. which preserves a variety of Japanese books and
magazines published under the U.S. occupational rule was examined specifically for the juvenile books,
magazines, and their galley drafts, to which GHQ did not grant publishing permission. The results suggest
that there was no consistent criterion for granting publishing permission among the GHQ officials who
conducted the censorship. The Japanese also used a variety of strategies to cope with the censorship policy:
some voluntarily refrained from publishing materials that included controversial topics, while others ignored
the authority's refusal of publishing permission. Since there is virtually no other record available on how the
Japanese perceived the GHQ's censorship policy during this period, the examination of the above literature
is important to understand the interaction between the GHQ authority and the Japanese concerning the

freedom of expression under the occupational rule.
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