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[Abstract]

The Place of povoikn in Plato's Republic

Akira MIKAMI

This article purports to clarify what kind of place the poveikn, which Plato argues in books II and I,
occupies in the whole of The Republic. The learning of the povoukn in primary education contributes to the
character formation of children who will be future warriors in that it settles the right opinion of courage into
their souls. Plato shows that justice in the soul consists in that each part of the soul, namely, reason, spirit,
and appetite, does its own work and doesn't meddle in the others. His opinion invites opposition from
scholars. But it seems to work as far as the problem of how justice is made in the soul is concerned.
According to his understanding, the Movolkfi contributes to the formation of courage and moderation
(owdpocvvn ) in the soul. The contemplation of the idea of the Good requires the learning of mathematical
subjects and the philosophical dialectic. But one cannot go to them without first learning the hovotkfi in the
elementary education. The Movowkn in books II and Il occupies a far more important place than is usually

thought in that it is an indispensable prerequisite to the curriculum for the expected philosopher king.

Key words : povowkfy (music. literature), Plato, The Republic
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