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[Abstract]

The Role of Ise Jingu Shrine According to the National
Morals Textbook During the Late Meiji Period

Jason BARROWS

Ise Jingu Shrine is actually composed of two Shrines. The Naiku, the main shrine, is where the Imperial
Kami ancestor, Amaterasu Omikami, is worshipped. The Geku is where the Kami of agriculture and industry,
Toyouke Omikami, is worshiped. While the rites at the Geku are conducted in the exact same fashion as the
Naiku, it is interesting to know that only the Naiku Shrine is mentioned in the National Morals Textbook. The
National Morals Textbook addresses the relationship between the Imperial Kami ancestor, Amaterasu
Omikami, and the Naiku Shrines, and how the Naiku Shrines are connected to Japan as a nation. This paper
will analyze the change in the relations between Ise Jingu Shrine and the Emperor toward the end of the Meiji

period.

Key words : National Morals Textbook, Ise Jingu, Amaterasu Omikami
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