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I much regretted the loss of my little pet, which
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[Abstract]

Representations of Border-crossing in Rudyard Kipling's "Bertran and Bimi"

Mikako AGEISHI

In the late-19th century, after Darwin published The Origin of Species, the borderline between man and
beast became more ambiguous than before; therefore, this matter was quite controversial during that period.
Rudyard Kipling's short story, "Bertran and Bimi" (1889), reflects these contemporary concerns. German,
French and English characters appear in the text located in Malay, but there are no natives except for an
orangutan. The German and Englishman talk about a French naturalist, Bertran, who had once lived with an
orangutan called Bimi in the same house in Malay. This paper explores the textual representation of man and
orangutan in the following sections. Section 1 briefly outlines how Kipling's text is paralleled by the late-19th
century situation of the Malayan Archipelago colonized by Europeans. The "exhibited" orangutan is similar
to exhibitions like an international exposition, zoo or circus. Section 2 considers how these exhibitions were
associated with colonial desires and how people thought of animals. Section 3 examines the reason why the
orangutan, apart from its biological resemblance to man, was described as a native person. Section 4
compares the relationship between Bertran and Bimi with the notion of "pet." Once an animal becomes a
"pet," it becomes a member of a human family, which means it can be treated as "man," but it remains an
animal ethnologically and racially, so "pet" blurs the dividing line between human and animal. Thus, various

transgressions of the late-19th century western perceptions can be seen in Kipling's text.

Key words : border-crossing, colonial desire, exhibition, orangutan, pet
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