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[Abstract]

Innovation Regarding Social Problems and Thought Surrounding Human Education:
Educational Theory of F. Frobel and R. Steiner

Reiko SAKAI

It cannot be said that educational thought and current social phenomena are unrelated. F. Frobel and R.
Steiner, discussed in this thesis, lived during the upheavals of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries
respectively. They were educational philosophers who also were active in challenging social problems of
the day. They held a common stance that the solutions to war or social problems could be found at the
heart of human education, that is, through a spiritual revolution. This thesis discusses Frobel's participation
in the Napoleonic Wars, his publication of Die Menschen Erziehung, and furthermore, his pioneering of
Kindergarten and its Verbot. This is followed by an examination of the common feelings and spiritual
innovation prevalent in such a social context. The discussion about Steiner is based on the analysis of Die
Dreigliederung des Sozialen Organiumus, which was advocated after World War I, and also through an
examination of social revolution theory, and how spirit, culture, and educational action contributed to this

revolution.
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