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[Abstract]

Image of Social Welfare :
Being Negated When Being Praised

Junichi NAKAHARA

Images of several concepts in the area of Social welfare were measured by the Semantic Differential
Method devised by Charles Osgood. Principal component analysis was carried out on the correlation data.
The first component showed negation, which was interpreted as people's tacit rejection of the Social
welfare area. Welfare clients were supposed to be looked down on and were excluded from many social
exchange patterns because of their discredited identity or social stigma. The author criticizes the present
abuse of the term "stigma" and also condemns a newly developing perspective of stigma. In this
perspective, stigmatization was thought to be designed by natural selection as an adaptive social

psychological system to solve problems associated with sociality.
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