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The poem, in short, is the realization in poetic structure of
Karshish’s attempts to order the chaotic elements of his inner life,
and to accept the revolutionary implications of his coming to know
and to embrace “the all,” the total new vision of meaning which his
encounter with Lazarus engenders.
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You speak out, you, —I only make men & women speak —give
you truth broken into prismatic hues, and fear the pure white light,
even if it is in me: but I am going to try.m
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Heaven opened to a soul while yet on earth,
Earth forced on a soul’s use while seeing Heaven.
The man is witless of the size, the sum,

The value in proportion of all things,

Or whether it be little or be much. (11.141-5)
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Pure faith indeed—you know not what you ask!
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Naked belief in God the Omnipotent,
Omniscient Omnipresent, sears too much
The sense of conscious creatures to be borne.
It were the seeing him, no flesh shall dare.”
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Karshish, the picker-up of learning’s ¢rumbs,
The not-incurious in God’s handiwork (11.1-2)
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Think, could we penetrate by any drug
And bathe the wearied soul and worried flesh,
And bring it clear and fair, by three days sleep! {(11.113-5)
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His heart and brain move there, his feet stay here. (1.185)
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This man so cured regards the curer, then,

As — God forgive me! who but God himself,
Creator and sustainer of the world,

That came and dwelt in flesh on it awhile ! (1.267-70)
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The very God! think, Abib; dost thou think?
So, the All-Great, were the All-Loving too —
So, through the thunder comes a human voice
Saying, “O heart | made, a heart beats here!
Face, my hands fashioned, see it in myself.
Thou hast no power nor may’st conceive of mine,
But love I gave thee, with Myself to love,
And thou must love me who have died for thee!”
The madman saith He said so: it is strange. (11.304-12)
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