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Japanese Education and the U.N.Convention
on the Rights of the Child

Reiko SAKAI

In this thesis [ would like to attempt an analysis and a discussion from

the following viewpoints:

1. A child’s right to be educated
1) The overall content of the Research and its outcome
2) Problems concerning school regulations
3) Grappling with school-regulation reform
Cases: Y and I High Schools

2. Problems concerning schoo! education
1) Transforming educational views
2) The attempt of the school-council system

This paper reports the results of interviews with teachers and
students all on various aspects of student rights within the Japanese
education system.

I was concerned especially with such matters as student freedom of
expression, access to information, freedom of thought, conscience and
religion, the right to an education, and other issues in the Convention on
the Rights of the Child.

Although Japanese students appear to take part during school
festivals or sports events, they don’t have an actual voice with respect
to everydays regulations, moral rules, or decisions about a student’s
suspensions and withdrawals from school.

I also report about positive examples of cooperation between
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teachers and students, such as at I High School; there, for example,
students were able to take part in deciding the policy on the school
uniforms. We do not consider this case simply to be a matter of
whether or not the students wear uniforms, but rather about whether
students, who are the reason for a school's existence, have any say
about how their school is run. It is the construction of a way for
students to participate in deciding on school regulations that counts.
At any rate, | believe that a key point for today’s school education
reform is understanding what the constituent members of a school and

society understand about a child’s right to learn and be educated.
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