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An EFL Needs Analysis
of the Students of Hokusei Gakuen University

Keiko HAYASAKA

A survey of 206 EFL students’ needs was conducted to investigate their
(1) objectives for attending college, (2) desired English skills at college, and
(3) reasons for majoring in or electing English. Data was analyzed to
identify overall trends and trends by gender and by major. Factors of the
desired English skills were also examined to find the underlying pattern of
the students’ needs.

Results indicate that the students entered Hokusei Gakuen University
in order to enhance job prospects and to deepen their knowledge of aca-
demic subjects. Two of the most frequent reasons of cited by English
majors for studying Egnglish are “to get a job where English is useful” and
“Business people need to know English.” Non-English majors also ranked
the latter item as most important reason for studying English. Students
closely relate greater job opportunities and learning English.

“English skills coping in a variety of everyday situations when they are
abroad” ranked the highest among the skills all students indicated that they
wanted to acquire. To get “English skills to express themselves” also
ranked high. Students want to acquire skills with which they can commu-
nicate and express themselves,

In the comparison of male and female students, female students show
higher and stronger interest in getting skills by studying English. In the
comparison of majors and non-majors, English majors have higher interest
in all items of “desired English skills.” The desired skills of all students are
‘specialized language competencies’,'core language competencies, 'self-
development competencies’, and ‘survival competencies.” Speaking, listen-

ing, reading and writing are inherent components of each competency.
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Holistic teaching methods rather than enforcing each skill individually are
suggested as possible ways to satisfy students’ needs.
At the end, some suggestions are made for the development of English

curriculum for college English teaching.
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