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Several Characteristics of Juvenile Delinquency
in the City of Sapporo Based on Statistical Data

1.

—— Analysis of the so-called “Third Wave” —

Sachiko AIBA

Several statistical data on juvenile delinquency in the city of Sapporo
during the years 1980~1990 were collected and compared with those of
the whole country.

The gross amount of juvenile dellinquency in Sapporo has increased
highly until 1983, then decreased gradually drawing a wave curve
which coincides with the so-called “third wave” (a word indicating the

general tendency of juvenile delinquency of the coutry).

. Although the delinquency rate of Sapporo was quite high at the top of

the wave, it decreased more rapidly than in other parts of the country ;
that is, Sapporo in no longer a city of high delinquency.

When at the top of the curve, the characteritics of the majority of the
delinquents in Sapporo were as below :

ages - 14,15

occupation:---+ junior-high students or unemployed

offenncesg---+-- toluen abuse, violence, inflicting of bodily injury, extor-

tion by threat and misconducts indicating the potential for crime.
All of those fit the image of school violence in the junior-high

schools at that time.

. 2-3 years before that time, marked increase of shoplifting cases by

juveniles less thas 14 occured in Sapporo, while no similar increase was
evident in the data of the whole country. This suggests that the third
wave had begun with the increase of shopplifting by the boys aged
12-13, and the same boys were the heroes of the school violence after
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entering junior-high school.

Another aspect which characterised juvenile delinquency in Sapporo
was its high female rate. However, it decreased after 1978 and has
become lower than the national average since 1983.

The most notable characteristic of juvenile delinquency in Sapporo,
regardless of the time, is girls’ misconducts.

16-17 year olders form the majority among them. Most of them
are habitual smokers, toluen users, having promiscucus sexual rela-
tionships including prostitution, and related to the anti-social under-
ground groups.

In overall impression, juvenile delinquency in Sapporo always preceeds
and fortales the national tide. If this is so, after the calming down of
the third wave, the phenomenem of a great rise in light offences on the
one hand, and of a deeply self-destructive life style on the other hand

may occur.
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