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The Reception of the Pedagogy of F. Fribel
in Karly Showa Era

Reiko SAKAI

If we look through the history of the reception of Frébel pedagogy in
Japan, it is undoubting that it has been closely related to the situation and
issues on education of each period. In the Meiji era the methods of Fribel
on kindergarten education were mainly introduced. Then in the Taisho
era formalistic and symbolic styles of education were criticized by the
stream of progressivism, and his theories of spontaneousness {Prinzip der
Spontanitét} and life-centered education {Lebenserziehung) were consid-
ered important and received.

The argument in this paper is developed with the following points:

1. Frébel education in practice in early Showa.

2. “A Study of Frishel as an educator” by Shinzo Goto. This explicates
the thoughts of Fribel on education and how they are practiced, by
studying literatures in English.

3. The reception of Frtbel pedagogy by Masayuki Ogawa. This gives
the entire picture of the life of Friibel, his educational activities,
writings and doctrines.

By considering these points above, it came clear that the studies of
Fribel in early Showa was done both by educators and scholars since the
sesquicentennial of his nativity as its turning peint. It outgrew the partial
reception of Frabel pedagogy in Meiji and Taishe, and efforts were made
to bring the whole of his pedagogy, which has the religious philosophy
based on the German romanticism as its backbone, to light. Various
concrete facts as how kindergarten has been formed were also made clear
through the most recent works on Frishel in Germany. However, there

still remains many spheres for Japanese scholars to analyze and enunciate
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the pedagogy of Frabel.
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