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The “W. M. the younger” was poor William Macready’s
eldest son—dead, a few years ago. He had a talent for drawing,
and asked me to give him some little thing to illustrate; so I
made a bit of a poem out of an old account of the death of the
pope’s legate at the Council of Trent—which he made such
clever drawings for, that I tried a more picturesque subject, the
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Piper. I still posses the half dozen of the designs he gave rr(lse.

coO W M. AE 1L, TYA VT4 w204 —-F 1 OEBT,
HFANC U leors, o dErs b, sl s Lok
PAEBGTILVEE -To, £ TR b+ vy v SBORICE
REVNFECTHEEIO—HOoF#EH VA, — It hick T HE
B LVEafv oot BRaAscBicm TEOERELETAH
foo BRGCHLEMNEL TS b OTERTRE- T 5,

O ¥ Willilam Macready (1793—1873) &4, L —oo3EH|
<5 b, Browning iz OBEE L FT CIEREHE L /-. Browning
25 ODOWE, HILAER Strafford TA 57 4+ — Fg (1837) & x,
Macready #>H 4% DB LTy 7z Covent Garden Theatre TEEHL T,
BOEERBELBOMTH s, COfERIIFFRCE s TR E S,
HALIALS LS CORBBIRCEFRL, TROFBLEL -, 1843
FD A Blot in the 'Scutcheon "EREZLOHh, o BB LT, iz
Macreegl)y EEREEYRL, FhUBIEFI ST - @5~ T
LEof, 2L 5 Browning (1% 8 Macready & LiXe < O L
WEB R AR L O i fodi, HoREE Willlam Macready %505 i F|
>t D TH%DH, Browning HBIBO -t B ROERCm by BE
ST 3T, B OHET S L S R RE L0 TH B,

— 66 —



R. Browning &> The Pied Piper of Hamelin iz -2\ ~C

19215 9 H15RA D The Times Literary Supplement iz C. Elkin
Mathews iz X » CTHIM & #Lfz = A O Browning i 4 T4 2 BOF
W T U, AL VFEOREN L (HERE NS, B OFHL, 1841
FORCE L EIHEBMZRLZAMOLG-EDTH D,

My dear Mr. Browning,

I was very much obliged to you for your kind letter. I like
exceedingly the Cardinal and the dog. I have tried to illustrate
the poem, and I hope you will like my attempt. I cannot go to
school because my cough is so bad. I remain your affectionate
friend.

W. C. MACREADY
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My dear Mr. Browning,

I have finished the rest of the illustration {sic] of the Pied
Piper which I hope you will like as well as the others but T am
sorry to say I do not think them so good as the Council
chamber, or the other one that 1 did: Hoping that they will be as
great a success as others. I remain your affectionate friend.

WILLIAM C. MACREADY JUNB.
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And now hath one digression drawne on another, for being
by reason of speaking of these Saxons of Transilvania, put in
mind of a most true and marvelous strange accident that hapned
in Saxonie not manie ages past, I cannot omit for the
strangenesse thereof briefely here by the way to set it downe.
There came into the town of Hemel in the countrie of Brunswicke
an old kind of companion, who for the fantasticall coate which he
wore being wrought with sundrie colours, was called the pide
Piper; for a Piper he was, besides his other qualities. This fellow
forsooth offered the townsemen for a certaine somme of money
to rid the towne of all the rats that were in it (for at that time
the Burgers were with that vermine greatly annoyed). The ac-
cord in fine being made; the pide Piper with a shrill pipe went
piping through the streets, and forthwith the rats came all run-
ning out of the houses in great numbers after him; all which hee
led into the river of Weaser and therein drowned them. This
done, and no one rat more perceived to bee left in the towne; he
afterward came to demand his reward according to his bargaine,
but being told that the bargain was not made with him in good
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earnest, to wit, with an opinion that ever he could bee able to
doe such a feat; they cared not what they accorded unto, when
they imagined it could never hee deserved, and so never to he
demanded: but nevertheless seeing he had done such an unlikely
thing indeed, they were content to give him a good reward; and
so offered him far lesse then he lookt for: but hee therewith
discontented, said he would have his full recompense according
to his bargain, but they utterly denying to give it him, he
threatened them with revenge; they bade him doe his worst,
whereupon he betakes him againe to his pipe, and going through
the streets as before, was followed of a number of boyes out at
one of the gates of the Citie, and comming to a little hill, there
opened in the side thereof a wid hole, into the which himselfe &
all the children being in number one hundred and thirtie, did
enter; and being entred, the hill closed up againe, and became as
before. A boy that being lame and came somewhat lagging
behind the rest, seeing this that hapned, returned presently backe
and told what he had seene, foorthwith began great lamention
among the Parents for their children, and men were sent out
with all diligence, both by land and by water to inquire it ought
- could be heard of them, but with all the enquirie they could
possibly use, nothing more then is foresaid could of them be
understood. In memorie whereof it was ordained, that from
thencefoorth no Drumme, Pipe or other instrument, should be
sounded in the street leading to the gate through which they
passed; nor no OQOsterie to be there holden. And it was also
established, that from that time forward in all publike writings
that should bee made in that towne, after the date therein set
downe of the yeare of our Lord, the date of the yeare of the go-
ing foorth of their children should bee added, the which they
have accordingly ever since continued. And this great wonder
hapned on the 22. day of July in the yveare of our Lord, 1376.
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The occasion now why this matter came into my remem-
brance in speaking of Transilvania, was, that some do report that
there are divers found among the Saxons in Transilvania that
have like surnames unto divers of the Burgers of Hamel, and will
thereby seeme to inferre, that this Jugler or pipe Piper, might by
negromancy have transported them thither, but this carrieth litle
appearance of truth; because it would have beene almost as great
a wonder unto the Saxons of Trensilvania to have had so many
strange children brought among them, they knew not how, as it
was to those of Hamel to lose them: and they could not but have
kept memorie of so strange a thing; if indeed any such thing had
there hapngé.
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Our conclusions are that, in all probability, Browning's chief
source was Verstegen, whom he knew either directly, or through
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a detailed retelling by his father.

BEHL, 77v=vIi0FsFHREL, VAT 4P VT,
E%m%bvmﬁﬁeﬁtbﬁ%ﬁtfﬁ@:&%ﬂofvtA?é
DO A2 OBRTH 5B,

Furnivall % A Bibliography of Robert Browning Fw. 31—t - 735
= v By ©F T, Browning (3.2 O3 % E il Verstegen i235 A
T -t b i<, #itE & LT Nathaniel Wanley @ The
Wonders of the Little World (1678%) Tt 4 REBH 498, FFIEO
fEalic il - 2 T B,

... the poet had never seen V. before his poem was written.
He got the story from North Wanley's Wonders of the Liltle
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At Hammel, a town in the Dutchy of Brunswick, in the year
of Christ 1284, upon the twenty-sixth day of June, the town be-
ing grievously troubled with rats and mice, there came to them a
piper, who promised , upon a certain rate, to free them from
them all: it was agreed; he went from street to street, and play-
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ing upon his pipe, drew after him out of the town all that kind
of vermin, and then demanding his wages was denied it.
Whereupon he began another tune, and there followed him one
hundred and thirty boys to a hill called Koppen, situate on the
north by the road, where they perished, and were never seen
after. This piper was called the pied piper, because his clothes
were of several colours. This story is writ, and religiously kept
by them in their annals at Hammel, read in their books, and
painted on their windows and churches, of which I am a witness
by my own sight. Their elder magistrates, for the confirmation of
the truth of this, are wont to write in conjunction, in their public
books, such a year of Christ, and such a year of the transmigra-
tion of the children, &c. It is also observed in the memory of it,
that in the street he passed out of, no piper is admitted to this
day. The street is called Burgelosestrasse; if a bride be in that
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street, till she is gone out of it, there is no dancing suffered.
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HAMELEN, Lat. Hamila, a Town of Lower Saxony in Ger-
many, under the Duke of Hanover. It lies properly in the
Dukedom of Brunfwick, between Hezldesheim on the East, and
Paderborne on the West, being 26 Miles S. of Hamburg, and 20
S. E. of Bremen, and Watered by the River Weser. It is famous
for the wonderful Accident faid to have happened here July 22,
1376; for being incredibly troubled with Rats, a Musician (whom
they call'd the Py’d—Piper) offer’d to destroy 'em for a certain
Summ which was agreed upon. Then the Piper tuning his Pipes,
all the Rats in the Town danced after him as he cross'd the
River, and were drowned. This done, he demanded his Pay, but
was denied. Whereupon striking up a new Fit of Mirth, all the
Children of the Town (Male and Female) were so much charmed
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therewith, that they followed him to a neighbouring Hill, which
opening, swallowed all up but one that lagged behind, and accord-
ing to some, they were seen again in Transilvania. In memory of
this Tragedy, it was Ordered, That in all publick Writings, after
the Date of our Saviours Nativity, this of their Childrens being

211
swallowed.
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The story, however, was familiar to him even before he had
learned to read, for it was a favourite with his legend-loving
father, who, devoted as he was to children, versified and il-
lustrated the tale w1th pen and pencil for other small folk than
those of his own famﬂy

LA LaEdbBERFEE G, OWBEOFILM - Tl i, &
EOOR, COWENEOEHEREAKENEBELTLLDTH » 10,
X FHIc LR B LTV DT, By ORELNO T bHotobic,
COYRERFC LR v LR TR,

T ITEEML S L2, BrowninghAKBEEBLT, SHVGELAL DO
BEH - T 8 Th L, FADLDOTCZ OBED SEEATR S
R, fRRE LTREETE B> Tt Bbh s, '

Browning A5 s 2 L vk & %38 < 1C Verstegen, Wanley,
Collier, RUAHA LA 5 BB FT (oL TET 2%
HEG, LA LSETRE TR S, S EALREDE LT
Hefdicn, BETERPEELL VISR 2Ll - T,
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I began this not knowing that Robert had written on this sub-
ject—Having heard him mention it—1 stopped short. I never saw
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his manuscript till some weeks afterwards. R. B. 2nd March.
126)

1843. To Miss Earles.

it - b A OEFECEREY RS S xBTS

fro — o ERFETOREVC, Bl TlEHic Ui,
MO RRY Ricown, SEMEBOC S, 1843F 3 8 2 H,
R.B. 7T—AXEAN,

Browning O R Fit, HBiie-T I OHYSEREE, Fha01012413
H4 A W. R. Nicoll = X -T, Bookman =¥+ v, Browning
DF E NBOFOTTEGL, BiFH303(F, BEMMGFITIIER L TH 9,
YEOFEEORMICE - TEF - Tf7< & Browning D& HL & 207
WAL, FAREPERSA A - GTHERUL LT A BT
E{ROSTBRD, KB, COWRBYRCFAEADOTHIZLRET
CE-THAE LV SERNE LT, HIIAREEE - Tl ool
OFTFHE L BB INEOTH D, B KBEOFCIERLLE
2 HERABR AN L, —F Browning ORI ETHCHIG L < AEC
{HABEEA A —OFBREL, B ARy EErCEEEE LM
RUECHE, DHEJB2cBEEANEMEARBR 2R TV-5, KiCHEL
Browning 55 & KB ThXFhdl S @icn b, MEOLES &
MBS A%, e Browning @ - OfFSoicfiiuC s o B 7o
HEEY) ToFREHLAVGERSDTHD,

FAEREH Browning @ T2 L Y OERE ) 254580 L BRO®
Wy, O Tos vy BRILEHAEW TR LUTITE RV,

4 kI

Browning OFF CliEVEN2>C\v %, THE PIED PIPER OF
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A b D BLE STy AP B A e stranger” (1. 70) TRATS A
DR MO S P42 TH TR > T 5, Browning O
HI7eEE 0 OFECH LT, RHE OB TR ER & OBa Ay Bk
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“Come in!” —the Mayor cried, looking bigger:
And in did come the strangest figure!

His queer long coat from heel to head

Was halfl of yellow and half of red,

And he himself was tall and thin,

With sharp blue eyes, each like a pin,
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And light loose hair, yet swarthy skin,

No tuft no cheek nor beard on chin,

But lips where smiles went out and in;
There was no guessing his kith and kin;
And nobody could encugh admire

The tall man and his quaint attire.

Quoth one: “It’s as my great-grandsire,
“Starting up at the Trump of Doom’s tone,

28)
“Had walked this way from his painted tomb-stone!”

Indeed, the fellow talk’d to so
Seem’d of the lowest of the low—
Let your fancy now describe
A vagrant of the gypsy tribe:
Tall gaunt and meagre: —in a dress
Which spoke the depth of wretchedness
Patches—Black, Yellow, Red & Blue, —
Rags of ev’ry shape and hue
His hungry loock—his piercing eye
Close lip bent brow & stooping gait
Seem’d all conjecture to defy
About his state. —
Yet— there was in his face
Something about {above} the commonplace:
Something which gave one a surmise
Of greatness in disguise: —
The wandering jew,
For aught they knew:

Whilst, others fancy

"Twas Nostradamus

Once so famous

()
For catching rats and necromancy —
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BolRg s LTENL YR RIATWE, HIESOEGTEMD
“The Pied Piper”(1. 79) " LOHK X | L TIBHTEDLEDTHS,
AEOF T, HEARAYEBRLC LT L 5T, “The Pied Piper”
(1. 124) TERLOEKE) LIER BRFEHREM TV B,
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“If I can rid your town of rats/Will you give me a thousand
guilders?” (11, 94— 5) THORTER A BE LZH, 100054 & —\ 7
Mo bt MOSS 285 TELARHESDYETIELEE LD,
LA LA, #HFEMS, “Just tell us what you would be paid—"
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BHT, HKENS0E v F LG AHEHKX YRR L T2,



it 2 @& £ mus
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Browning T}, IXHOEHKEIAENCHCEY®C L, KRTa,
Pt E, rhTih @WuvhTi, & B KA, 5THA0RTA
P, FLTABOEED L 5, ROEHETHED, Browning i3, i
FHEAL LTHIET 20T, 1otz ohthofEtt
PHERSEEW DL IR AW TER LTS, RTAUFEREO%
v, 72— - MICROALBN TR BT B LT 20,

From street to street he piped advancing,

And step for step they followed dancing,

Until they came to the river Wcser,(m
Wherein all plunged and perished!

And—what a sight they saw!—
Lur’d by the magic notes, —a throng
Of rats came scampering along—
In companies some millions strong
Quitted the town. —The roads were lin’d,
Nor was one straggler left behind:
When they came to the Weser's bank:

Then with a general scream,

Plung’d hea(cals])ong in the stream,

And sank!
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b, “stocks” (1. 2203 TE 5 L&) ®%ail" (1. 229) TEE #5
L EEHEOEEMBITNT D, LB, ARBOI XSl E~OFEEIL
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Xol (XPOfER  233~2394T)
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“let me play”(l. 235) T2 ®ARTLh, FE548TCHD, ik
ZOJMIIKLBEOFELEE L %2, Browning LTt LT3
EER B,
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Browning O s h i, MLTB L, “You threaten us,
fellow? Do you worst, /Blow your pipe there till you burst!”{11.
189—190) Tk T 2% Dby, WHEI? HERIICTIHAG, R
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THh%, Browning iz, AL Chod, HiBx %z, HTRT
fREIRDE 2 OB TOEMOELEY, AROEEIYED LS £
LigWEEEO R BE LT Ths, KB, HEOGFIIAS
Rtels, B E A LR B BROFEIB~<SR TV,

XI&E (LFOIFR 245~2651T)
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The Mayor was dumb, and the Council stood
As if they were changed into blocks of wood,
Unable to move a step, or cry

To the children merrily skipping by,

—Could only follow with the eye

That joyous crowd at the Piper’s back.

But how the Mayor was on the rack,

And the wretched Council’s hosoms beat,

As the Piper turned from the High Street

To where the Weser rolled its waters
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Right in the way of their sons and daughters!
However he turned from South to West,

And to Koppelberg Hill his steps addressed,
And after him the children pressed;

Great was the joy in every breast.

“He never can cross that mighty top!

“He’s forced to let the piping drop,

“And we shall see our children stop!”

When, lo, as they reached the mountain-side,
A wondrous portal opened wide,

As if a cavern was suddenly hollowed;

And the Piper advanced and the children followed,
And when all were in to the very last,

The deoor in the mountain-side shut fast.

He stamp’t his foot! tho’ not a word
Was spoken—Yet his victims heard. —
The loveliest children in the place,
Laughing —smiling—full of play
Dancing to the lively measure,

Followiﬁg the sound with pleasure
As the piper led the way
But of a sudden—one might trace
A change in every dancers face—
Grinning ghastly —staring wild
An awful spectre every child
In that vast crowd—
Raving - shrieking — groaning,- till
The dance was stopt at Coppleburg hill —
When lo! —a cavern opened wide
By magic malice reft—

The whole procession went inside—

— 9 —
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—Not one was left!
The spell was now complete! Thenmglos’d the cave

Over them all—a sad untimely grave!-—
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Where waters gushed and fruit-trees grew
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And flowers put forth a fairer hue,

And everything was strange and new,

The sparrows were brighter than peacocks here,
And their dogs outran our fallow deer,

And honey~bees had lost their stings,

And horses were born with eagles’ wings:

The year’s at the spring.
And day’s at the morn;
Morning’s at seven;

The hill-side’'s dew-pearled;
The lark’s on the wing:
The snail’s on the thorn:
God's in his heaven—
All's right with the world!
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There were witnesses, cohorts about me, to left and to right,
Angels, powers, the unuttered, unseen, the alive —
The whole earth was awakened, hell loosed with her crews;
And the stars of night beat with emotion, and tingled and shot
1390
Out in fire the strong pain of pent knowledge.
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Novel splendours burst forth, grew familiar and dwelt with mine,
Not a point nor peak but found and fixed its wandering star;

Meteor-moons, balls of blaze: and the did not pale nor pine,
For earth had attained to heaven, there was no more near

(KU
nor far.
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