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but—though an host of overjoyed
noncoms (first knocking on the head
him) do through icy waters roll

that helplessness which others stroke
with brushes recently employed
anent this muddy toiletbowl,

while kindred intellects evoke
allegiance per blunt instruments—
Olaf (being to all intents

a corpse and wanting any rag

upon what God unte him gave)
responds, without getting annoyed
“I will not kiss you f. ing flag”

L L—AKBOTFTLEERBNAKEUT
FHIEEED o Tz, 2HRTIO
AR EEKD LS BARITANRT
LHEBENL, HEEBIR
BEnlERcEbhLELI DT 2T
TLZLETO, HDRBY-ERE
HBTEDDOTELS, BEEFL U
FhTH (FHRTH
FEEEFOLDIRD HWOE2ZbLOR
LB TnERn) +5—7i
TS GCEBICHENE A RT3 b0 &
K>S ERLELS,

CO Emaledddsn, JEEEZ OO LR, LL I
i Twa4 > —7R1BET, BHCERRLTUSE R0, #Bah



it B @& £00 FHE5

THREZVWENEROF VA MEOHEBHLEMELTWS, ROET
VoFidrs4ey 7 ACET S,

but—though all kinds of officers

(a yearning nation’s blueeyed pride)
their passive prey did kick and curse
until for wear their clarion

voices and boots were much the worse,
and egged the firstclassprivates on
his rectum wickedly to tease

by means of skilfullly applied
bayonets roasted hot with heat—
Olaf (upon what were once knees)
does almost ceaselessly repeat
“there is some s. I will not eat”
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I shall die, but that is all that I shall do for Death.

I hear him leading his horse out of the stall: I hear
the clatter on the barn-floor.

He is in haste ; he has business in Cuba, business in
the Balkans, many calls to make this morning,
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Though he flick my shoulders with his whip, I will not tell him
which way the fox ran.

With his hoof on my breast, 1 will not tell him where the black
boy hides in the swamp.

I shall die, but that is all that I shall do for Death ;
I am not on his pay-roll.

I will not tell him the whereabouts of my friends nor of my
enemies either.

Though he promise me much, I will not map him the route to any
man’s door.
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Am I a spy in the land of the living, that 1 should deliver men to
Death?

Brother, the password and plans of our city are safe wish me;
never through me

Shall you be overcome.
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“What' the idea of writing things like this?” he challenged.
“If you don't like the town, you haven't any right to come around
here.” I was familiar with the edge on his voise. He knew we
were CO's.

George stood up, straight, with his arms hanging at his sides,
his face composed, and remonstrated that he hadn’t meant the
poem to be read—he was just trying to express his own feelings.

“Here,” George said, “I don't want the poem ; I'll take it and
throw it away.” The young man held the poem away from
George’s outstretched hand and took his discovery a few steps
away to show it to another townsman. The two muttered. The
first man returned. He scrutinized Bob's drawing, while George
and I stood without moving and Bob went on paint}'gl,gVa little
faster. What could we do when men were dangerous?
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“I know you men think the scene was funny, in spite of its
danger ; and [ suppose there’s no harm in having fun out of it;
but don't think that our neighbors here in Arkansas are hick just
because they see you as spies and dangerous men. Just remem-
ber that our government is spending millions of dollars and hiring
the smartest men in the country (tlg devote themselves full time
just to make everyone act that way.”
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The gates clanged and they walked you into jail
More tense than felons but relieved to find

The hostile world shut out, the flags that dripped
From every mother’s windowpane, obscene

The bloodlust sweating from the public heart,
The dog authority slavering at your throat.

A sense of quiet, of pulling down the blind
Possessed you. Punishment you felt was clean.
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You suffered not so physically but knew
Maltreatment, hunger, ennui of the mind.
Well might the soldier kissing the hot beach
Erupting in his face damn all your kind.

Yet you who saved neither yourselves nor us
Are equally with those who shed the blood
The heroes of our cause. Your conscience is
What we come back to in the armistice.
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