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---all life had started from protozoa who lived in the sea, and since,

as life forms had grown more complicated, sea water had begun to

serve the function of blood until eventually corpuscles and a lot of

other junk were added to produce the red stuff we know today;

since this was true, the sea was quite literally in our blood, and

more important, the sea——rather than, as is popularly held, the

earth——is the true mother image for us all. (59-%— %}
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Flange at least had come to feel attached to the place by an

umbilical cord woven of lichen and sedge, furze and gorse; he
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called it his womb--- (57~2— %)
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if he were subjected for the rest of his life to nothing but relentless

rationality of that womb and that wife, he would never make it,

(58-2—37) :
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In the starlight she was exquisite : She wore a dark dress, her legs
and arms were bare, slim, the neck arching and delicate, her figure
so slender it was almost a shadow. Dark hair floated around her
face and down her back like a black nebula; (73—74~—3, T#
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Whitecaps danced across her eyes; sea creatures, he knew, would

be cruising about in the submarine green of her heart. (77-2— %)
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a minimum and dimensionless point, a unigue crossing of parallel
and meridian, an assurance of perfect, passionless uniformity (65
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She looks like a child, Flange thought. And the rat like her own

child (76— 37}
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a child makes it all right. Let the world shrink to be a boccie ball.
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It had been built vaguely to resemble an English cottage back in
the '20 ’s by an Episcopal minister who ran bootleg stuff in from
Canada on the side--- [FFE&] ---Inside were priest-holes and
concealed passageways and oddly angled rooms ; and in the cellar,
leading from the rumpus room, innumerable tunnels, which writhed
away radically like the tentacles of a spastic octopus into dead
ends, storm drains, abandoned sewers and occasionally a secret
wine celler. (56~<2—3)
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the entire dump had been laced with a network of tunnels and
rooms back in the "30’s by a terrorist group called the Son of the
Red Apocalypse, by way of making ready for the revolution. (75-¢
—3) .
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The symbolic significance of the sea corresponds to thal of the
‘Lower Ocean'——the waters in flux, the transitional and mediating
agent between the non-formal (air and gases) and the formal {earth
and solids) and, by analogy, between life and death. The waters of
the oceans are thus seen not onty as the source of life but also as its
goal. ‘To return to the sea’ is ‘to return to the mother, that is, to die.
+ %%, (London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1971, Second edition,
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0Old Dennis doesn’t “grow” much in the course of it. He remains
static, his fantasies become embarrassingly vivid, that’s about all that
happens. A brightening of focus maybe, but no problem resolution
and so not movement or life. {9 ~10~<— %)

) as long as you are passive you can remain aware of the truth’s
extent--- (99— ),
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