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I watch the drowsy night expire,
And Fancy paints at my desire
Her magic pictures in the fire.

EAY FO—{TEHN

An island farm, 'mid seas of corn

LS TWnT, HARAF W

"Tis now a matron with her boys,
Dear Centre of domestic joys:
1 seem to hear the merry noise.

o TEENHEEII LT3, F0%, BHEC LTy
B, SETRBOLFOLODEFLVWIA P VOFECE LHZ D
L& B, Three Sunsets and Other Poems (1898) L w3 BED
EEHNT 5, TOFCIOFHIA2TVRIDT, ¥ v FiR T+ v
oLy X S5t “Faces inthe Fire” A TA423 2 LT %,
(MfFBR LR RLEEARRAY Y PRE>PNUT B 2EFETH=E T -
Twnd,)

Faces in the Fire

THE night creeps onward, sad and slow:
In these red embers’ dying glow
The forms of Fancy come and go.

An island-farm—broad seas of corn—
Stirred by the wandering breath of morn
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The happy spot where I was horn.

The picture fadeth in its place:
Amid the glow I seem to trace
The shifting semblance of a face.

"Tis now a little childish form—
Red lips for kisses pouted warm—
And elf-locks tangled in the storm.

"Tis now a grave and gentle maid,
At her own beauty half afraid,
Shrinking, and willing to be stayed.

Oh, Time was young, and Life was warm,
When first [ saw that fairy-form,
Her dark hair tessing in the storm.

And fast and free these pulses played,
When last [ met that gentle maid—
When last her hand-in mine was laid.

Those locks of jet are turned to gray,
And she is strange and far away
That might have been mine own to-day—

That might have been mine own, my dear,
Through many and many a happy year—
That might have sat beside me here.

Ay, changeless through the changing scene,
The ghostly whisper rings between,

The dark refrain of “might have been”.

The race is o’er I might have run:
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The deeds are past I might have done ;
And sere the wreath I might have won.

Sunk is the last faint flickering blaze:
The vision of departed days
Is vanished even as I gaze.

The pictures, with their ruddy light, .
Are changed to dust and ashes white,
And I am left alone with night.
Jan. 1860
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Dare not to come into this Sacred Place

All you good Ringers, but in awfull Grace.
Ring not with Hatt, nor Spurs nor Insolence.
Each one that does, for every such offence
Shall forfeit Hatt or Spurs or Twelve Pence.
But who disturbs a Peal, the same Offender
Unto the Box his sixpence shall down Tender.
Rules such no doubt in every Church are used
You and your Bells that may not be abused.
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A BOAT. beneath a sunny sky
Lingering onward dreamily
In an evening of July—

Children three that nestle near,
Eager eye and willing ear,
Pleased a simple tale to hear—

Long has paled that sunny sky :
Echoes fade and memories die :
Autumn frosts have slain July.

Still she haunts me, phantomwise.
Alice moving under skies
Never seen by waking eves.

Children yet, the tale to hear,

Eager eye and willing ear,
Lovingly shall nestle near.
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In a Wonderland they lie,
Dreaming as the days go by,
Dreaming as the summers die:

Ever drifting down the stream—
Lingering in the golden gleam—
Life, what is it but a dream??
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Is all our Life, then, hut a dream
Seen faintly in the golden gleam
Athwart Time's dark resistless stream ?

Bowed to earth with bitter woe,
Or laughing at some raree-show,
We flutter idly to and fro.

Man’s little Day in haste we spend,
And, from its merry noontide, send
No glance to meet the silent end.
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How doth the little busy bee
Improve each shining hour,

And gather honey all the day
From every opening flower!

How skillfully she builds her cell!
How neat she spreads the wax !
And labours hard to store it well
With the sweet food she makes.
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“How doth the little crocodile
Improve his shining tail,

And pour the waters of the Nile
On every golden scale!
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“How cheerfully he seems to grin,
How neatly spreads his claws,

And welcomes little fishes in,
With gently smiling jaws!”
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