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Mr. Browning was walking alene in a wood near Dulwich,
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when the image flashed upon him of some one walking thus alone
through life ; one apparently too odscure to leave a trace of his
or her passage, yet exercising a lasting though unconscious
influence at every step of it ; and the image shaped itself into the
little silk-winder of Asolo, Felippa, or Pippa.®
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girl from the silk mills of Asolo makes a mockery of lawful love,
patriotism, the familial relationships, and art.” ¢ "Pippa |3:BFE %4
Asolo DA THBE S, KHIZ—F W —h, —F—Hix5ZohdE0
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year round, to earn just bread and milk :” (Intro. ll. 107—8),
Browning O R{E 28 & L : 2 h 5 D0 RFEBEIICH, Blake ®“The
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“For all day the wheels are droning, turning ;
Their wind comes in our faces,

Till our hearts turn, our heads with pulses burning,
And the walls turn in their places.

Turns the sky in the high window, blank and reeling,
Turns the long light that drops adown the wall,

Turn the black flies that crawl along the ceiling ;
All are turning, all the day — and we with all.

And all day the iron wheels are droning,
And sometimes we could pray,

‘0 ye wheels’ (breaking out in a mad moaning),

‘Stop! be silent for today!®
“But, no!” say the children, weeping faster,

“He is speechless as a stone ;
And they tell us, of His image is the master
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Who commands us to work on.
Go to I” Say the children — “up in Heaven,
Dark, wheel-like, turning clouds are all we find.
Do not mock us ; grief has made us unbelieving :
We look up for God, but tears have made us blind.”
Do you hear the children weeping and disproving,
O my brothers, what ye preach?
For God's possible is taught by his world’s loving,
And the children doubt of each.”®
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Day! '

Faster and more fast,

O’er night’s brim, day boils at last :
Boils, pure gold, o’er the cloud-cup’s brim
Where spurting and suppressed it lay,
For not a forth-flake touched the rim

Of yonder gap in the solid gray

Of the eastern cloud, an hour away;
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But forth one wavelet, then another, curled,

Till the whole sunrise, not to be suppressed,

Rose, reddened, and its seething breast

Flickered in bounds, grew gold, then overflowed the world."®
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Whereas, if thou prove gentle, [ shall borrow
Sufficient strength of thee for new-year’s sorrow.
Thou are my single day, God lends to leaven

What were all earth else, with a feel of heaven, —
Sole light that helps me through the year, thy sun’s ®
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Oh, is it surely blown, my martagon?

New-blown and ruddy as St. Agnes’ nipple,

Plump as the flesh-bunch on some Turk bird’s poll!
Be sure if corals, branching 'neath the ripple

Of ocean, bud there, — fairies watch unroll
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Such turban-flowers; I say, such lamps disperse
Thick red flame through that dusk green universe!
I am queen of thee, floweret!

And each fleshy blossom

Preserve I not — (safer

Than leaves that embower it,

Or shells that embosom)

— From weevil and chafer?

Laugh through my pane then ; solicit the bee ;
Gibe him, be sure ; and, in midst of thy glee,
Love thy queen, worship me!'®
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Oh lark, be day's apostle

To mavis, merle and throstle,

Bid them their betters jostle

From day and its delights!

But at night, brother howlet, over the woods,
Toll the world to thy chantry ;'

Sing to the bats’ sleek sisterhoods
Full complines with gallantry :

Then, owls and bats,

Cowls and twats,

Monks and nuns, in a cloister’s moods,
Adjourn to the oak-stump pantry!"®
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SHoodiz, Pippa © A ~OLBERASH D BN EREFE2NT D,

I wonder she contrives those lids no dresses!

— So strict was she, the veil

Should cover close her pale

Pure cheeks — a hride to look at and scarce touch,
Scarce touch, remember, Jules! For are not such
Used to be tended, flower-like, every feature,

As if one’s breath would fray the lily of a creature?
A soft and easy life these ladies lead :

Whiteness in us were wonderful indeed.

Oh, save that brow its virgin dimness,

Keep that foot its lady primness,”

Let those ankles never swerve

From their exquisite reserve,

Yet have to trip along the streets like me,

All but naked to the knee!

How will she ever grant her Jules a bliss

So startling as her real first infant kiss?

Oh, no — not envy, this!®®
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Lovers grow cold, men learn to hate their wives,
And only parents’ love can last our lives.??

Pippa 0@ EOHRKIC BT 2 BOREDOESE X, M CFE A Fic &
ETWAHEELOBOMA~OEMTHY, HOBDOMEDIEREETH
D, 225 I2HLOREREECHLL, FLEEOBAL LR
CB3ZEDBEWTHLEFA L. Pippa o TRICRL T, BERiTbh
TWAEBORR, SR THECHOBH2E L EROETH 5, Pippa
o innocence 1453, BROFBICES 2 AL K5 L MU GENIS
WTIREBE T~ L Lz,

(dj Pippa & ##
Pippa oSS e B L 7B i, OB TH Y BEOREORTH 5,

FORBEMOBFTHL Z 2B ikd, SHOTFLMESLTVS
FEBEPBIEL, BLOREANLEZ FBHEL TOLHEOBER LN
WE->THERTLEDTH S,



R. Browning: Pippa Passes 17§21} 4 innocence

All service ranks the same with God :

If now, as formerly he trod

Paradise, his presence fills

Qur earth, each only as God wills

Can work — God's puppets, best and worst,
Are we ; there is no last nor first.

Say not “a small event!” Why “small”?
Costs it more pain that this, ye call

A “great event,” should come to pass,
Than that? Untwine me from the mass
Of deeds which make up life, one deed
Power shall fall short in or exceed!?
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......... -— my Shield and my Sword

In that act where my soul was thy servant, thy word was
my word, —
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Still be with me, who then at the summit of human endeavour
And scaling the highest man’s thought could, gazed
hopeless as ever
On the new stretch of Heaven above me — till, Mighty
to save,
Just one lift of thy hand cleared that distance — God’s
throne from man’s grave!®

Novel splendours burst forth, grew familiar and
dwelt with mine,
Not a point nor peak but found and fixed its
wandering star ;
Meteor-moons, balls of blaze : and they did not
pale nor pine,
For earth had attained to heaven, there was

no more near nor far.®!
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ARV R, “this bloodred beam™ (Morning . 5) & Tuws,
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Morning?
It seems to me a night with a sun added.
Where's dew, where’s freshness.”
WICHGEE, EOHOBNLEORBROGmICHR T 2R A THL
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Ottima. Buried in woods we lay, you recollect ;

Swift ran the searching tempest overhead ;

And ever and anon some bright white shaft

Burned thro’ the pine-tree roof, here burned and there,
As if God’s messenger thro’ the close wood screen
Plunged and replunged his weapon at a venture,
Feeling for guilty thee and me : then broke

The thunder like a whole sea overhead — ©¥
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The year's at the spring
And day’s at the morn ;
Morning’s at seven ;

The hill-side’s dew-pearled ;
The lark’s on the wing ;
The snail’s on the thorn ;
God’s in his heaven —

All's right with the world.®®
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& THZ,y “the child Pippa---would very properly be simple, spon-
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Who fluctuate idly without term or scope,
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Of whom each strives, nor knows for what he strives,
And each half lives a hundred different lives ;
Who wait like thee, but not, like thee, in hope.'??

But fly our paths, our feverish contact fly!

Fade, and grow old at last, and die like ours.®®
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Now, one thing I should like to really know :
How near I ever might approach all these

I only fancied being, this long day :

— Approach, I mean, so as to touch them, so

As to---in some way---move them — if you please,
Do good or evil to them some slight way.®*
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God bless me! I can pray no more to-night.

No doubt, some way or other, hymns say right.®?
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Mest potent to create and rule and call
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And to a principle of restlessness

Which would be all, have, see, know, taste, feel, all —
This is myself ; and I should thus have been
Though gifted lower than the meanest soul.



(26)
&
(28)
(29
(30)

2 @ #00D #EhH

Roy E. Gridley, Browning, (Routledge & Kegan Paul, London and
Boston, 1972), p.20

William Clyde DeVane ; A Browning Handbook, {Appleton-
Century-Crofts, Inc., 1955), p.73.

Mrs. Sutherland Orr : A Handbook to the Works of Robert Brown-
ing, (Kraus Reprint Co., New York, 1969), p.55.

E.D. H. Johnson, The Alien Vision of Victorian Poetry, p.87.
Elizabeth Barrett Browning, “The Cry of the Children” H. 77—88.
Ibid. 11. 126—36.

Pippa Passes, Intro. 1. 1--12.

WEFEFIKER Y "ROP &AL (1) THEEH 4, 19774 1 A8, pp.558—

9 HHK DL TOEBERLERNAN S,
Pippa Passes, Intro. 1. 33—41.

Ibid., fl. 88—103.

Ibid., Night, IL. 1330—41.

Griffin and Minchin, The Life of Robert Browning, (Archon Books,
Hamden, Connecticut, 1966), pp.39—40.

Pippa Passes, Intro. 11. 136—56.

Ibid., Il 163—4.

Ibid,, 1. 179—80.

Ibid.,, 1. 190—201.

R. Browning, Sau, 11. 193— 8 .

Ibid., “Abt Vogler” il. 20—32.

Pippa Passes, Morning, 11. 32— 3 |

Ibid., 1. 191—97.

Ibid, 1. 221—8§ .

William Irvine and Park Honan, The Book, The Ring, and The
Poet, (The Bodley Head, London, 1975), p. 95.

74w yr—, EEFFIBER TR R T A FNE, 96—97H.
M. Arnold, The Scholar-Gipsy 1L 221—30.

Ibid. 11. 167—70.

Pippa Passes, Night. 1. 349—47,

Fauline, 11. 1020— 1 .5 &M,

I believe in God and truth



R. Browning : Pippa Passes |ZF1} % innocence

And love,
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