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[Abstract]

The Export of Military Resources by Japan
in the Asia—Pacific War

Hirokazu HIRAI

From 1941 until 1945, during the Asia-Pacific War, Japan had several projects to ex-
port military resources to Manchuria, China, and South—east Asia, the so-called Dai-toa-
kyo—ei—ken constructed by Japan to obtain mineral resources. At the beginning of the war,
Japan did not intend to export military resources such as daily necessities and specialized
machinery ; therefore, the Japanese forces had to obtain these resources on the spot. But
in 1943 as the war situation worsened, Japan changed these plans and began to export
material and to develop local industries to supply everyday necessities. Concretely, it
planned to export rice, wheat flour, cotton textiles, iron, metal goods, and machinery in-
cluding steam locomotives, electric machinery, automobiles and machine tools. The great-
est part of these items was exported to Manchuria and China. This increased the impor-
tance of the economic relationship of Japan and China, including Manchuria. But in 1944,
one year before the Japanese defeat, Japan exported only iron, cotton textiles, and ma-
chinery. This machinery was used by Japanese industry in those areas, and it promoted

industrialization.

Key words: East Asia Economic Block, Asia-Pacific War (Dai-toa—kyo—ei—ken),

Resources Mobilization Project, Resources





