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[Abstract]

Managed Care of Kaiser Permanente (2) : Its History and Strategy
from the middle of the Second World War to Immediately after the War

Masahito ABE

This study examines the history and strategy of Kaiser Permanente from the middle of
the Second World War to immediately after the War. Kaiser Permanente strengthened its
basic structure under the Roosevelt Administration and the Truman Administration. The
Wagner-Murray-Dingell Bill that intended to introduce national health insurance for all
Americans was proposed in 1943. But the bill was not supported by the Roosevelt Admini-
stration. In such circumstances, Kaiser Permanente was officially established in 1945 during
the Truman Administration, and it provided private health insurance for many workers, es-
pecially in California. After 1945, Kaiser Permanente competed with Blue Cross of California
and Blue Shield of California to increase its health plan members. Blue Cross had some co-
operation with the American Hospital Association. Blue Shield was supported by the Ameri-
can Medical Association. However, many workers and labor unions supported Kaiser Perma-
nente. As a result, the members of Kaiser Permanente increased gradually even under the

severe competition.

Key words: Wagner-Murray-Dingell Bill, American Hospital Association, Blue Cross





