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[Abstract]

A Study of the Current Conditions of Accounting for
Japanese Non-profit Organisations

Masaaki OHARA

In 1998, the law allowing non-profit organisations (NPOs) in Japan was enacted.
Since then more than 30,000 incorporated NPOs have begun to various activities
throughout Japan. Nowadays incorporated NPOs have become an important factor in
the third sector, and it seems that they support the development of a sustainable
society through multiple activities. In this situation, it is necessary to construct an
incorporated NPOs accounting system that can be continued during the future. It is
particularly important to consider and set an standard for incorporated NPOs because
it is the one element that support their sound development. This paper, based on the
above view, firstly, introduces the current conditions of accounting for Japanese non-
profit organisations based on the investigation of the Cabinet Office. Secondly, it
consider the circumstances of accounting support for NPOs such as consultation,
advice, and guidance based on interviews of a few persons who perform accounting
support for NPOs. Thirdly, it indicates a forward-looking agenda for the accounting

system of incorporated NPOs. Finally, it propose some ideas to deal with this agenda.

key words : Incorporated NPOs, Cabinet Office Models, Accounting System, Accounting Support
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