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[Abstract]

Maimonides’ View of Religions

Tetsuo YAMAGA

For Moses Maimonides, who was one of the greatest leaders of medieval Judaism,
it is axiomatic that Judaism is the only true religion. But for him Judaism is not a
national religion for Jewish people only, but a world religion open to all mankind
because he accepts conversion to Judaism positively and admits full equality of
proselytes in regard to salvation so long as they keep the Jewish law. For Maimonides,
Jesus was only a false prophet and Muhammad was “a mad man” and the historical
reality that Jews have long been kept under the control of Christians and Muslims is
interpreted by him as a punishment by God for the sins of the Jews, which will not last
forever. The Christian doctrine of the Trinity violates the oneness of the true God and
is seen as a form of polytheism. In this regard, Islam as a pure monotheistic religion
stands nearer to the truth. But Maimonides sets a higher valuation on Christianity
than Islam, so long as the former acknowledges the authority and canonicity of the
Hebrew Bible. According to Maimonides, both religions are only lesser imitations of
Judaism, the true religion. However, the worldwide spread of Christianity and Islam has
a historically positive function so long as they inform heathens of the monotheistic idea
of God and/or biblical conceptions such as Torah, Messiah, and commandments,
preparing heathens for the end of time in which the true meaning of those ideas will

be revealed to them.

key words : Maimonides, Judaism, Seven Commandments of Noah, Mishneh Torah






