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[Abstract]

Maulana Bhasani's Rabubiyat:
Study of Bangladesh Politics (2)

Tomoatsu KAYANO

Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhasani (1885-1976) was an outstanding politician as well
as an Islamic teacher who played a crucial role in the struggle for the independence of Paki-
stan in 1947 and Bangladesh in 1971. Rabubiyat, literally meaning "the rule of god", was
the philosophical basis of his political thought. Having its roots in the Sufi reformation
movement in 19" century Islam, Rabubiyat gives importance to the character of god as the
preserver of creatures. Maulana Bhasani found the meaning of politics as the advancement
of people's welfare learning from this idea and his own struggles in life as the son of a poor
peasant. Rabubiyat was a cardinal source of inspiration in his struggles against the op-
pression by British colonial rule and the Pakistan government. Analyzing different aspects
of his political thought founded on Rabubiyat, the author holds the view that Bhasani es-
tablished a liberal political view emphasizing the spirituality of each individual. Bhasani
appears as a politician who tried to defend the basic needs, physical as well as spiritual, of
the oppressed. Unlike the general misunderstanding that Bhasani was a fundamentalist or
left leaning politician, this paper takes a new look at Maulana Bhasani for further research

on Bangladesh politics.
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