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[Abstract]

The Semantic Shift of Homographs in Chinese and Japanese:
Classification of Homographs used in Economics by Meaning

Kai SHENG

Though past studies of homographs in Chinese paid attention to the semantic similari-
ties and differences in Chinese and Japanese discussions on how homographs are being ap-
plied in modern language activities and what kind of semantic shift they have gone through
are rarely made. This paper examine the semantic shift of homographs in Chinese and
Japanese by analyzing all the homographs used in economics, which are listed in a Japanese
thesaurus, from the point of view of semantic extension, nuance, socio-cultural effects, and

word formation.

Key Words: Economic, Homographs, Meaning Classification Semantic Shift



