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[Abstract]

Characteristics of the Life-style Consciousness
and Buying Behavior of the Younger Generation of Japanese

Ryuji NISHIWAKI

Recently in Japan, the younger generation's buying behavior of purchasing things to connect with each
other or buying similar goods as their friends can be seen. After World War II, values that seek only money
and strive only to enter a high level university and to work at a good company have prevailed in Japan.
Therefore, communication in families, schools and regional communities has decreased and the morals of the
Japanese younger generation have almost collapsed. As a result, many Japanese young people feel isolated
and have lost the ability to communicate with others. The modern younger generation's buying behavior can
be seen as a self-defensive behavior for them to not be isolated from their friends. If communication in
families, schools and regional communities increases, young people can find their roles in society and
establish their own goals. But actually, they feel isolated, so they try to connect with each other through
consumption. It is very difficult to feel real satisfaction through consumption, so they repeat consumption
again and again in a vicious cycle. The need to make a society in which the younger generation can recover
communication in families, schools and regional communities and establish their own goals has become a

critical problem in Japan.

Key words: Connected consumption, Uniform consumption, Isolation of young people, Communication

01200



