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[Abstract]

AMEICC:
A Perspective for Japan's Development Cooperation Policy
towards the Mekong Sub-region

Keisuke NOMOTO

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the development and activity of AMEICC (AEM-METI Economic
and Industrial Cooperation Committee). In this way, a part of Japan's development cooperation policy
towards the Mekong sub-region becomes clear. AMEICC is one of the frameworks of international
cooperation for development of the Mekong sub-region, and it is also a scheme for cooperation between
Japan and ASEAN. At first, the cooperation between Japan and ASEAN was started as the Working Group
on Industrial Cooperation for Indochina countries and Myanmar. The purpose of the Working Group was
to support the countries that belong to ASEAN. The International environment then had a big change. The
affiliation with ASEAN of the supported countries was realized, and ASEAN forerunner countries
received large damage due to the Asia economic crisis. The Working Group was reorganized as AMEICC
in response to this change. In this process, the dialog on cooperation between Japan and ASEAN was
institutionalized gradually. Moreover, the Mekong sub-region development became an issue within
ASEAN. Therefore, Japan's development cooperation policy towards the Mekong sub-region came to be

positioned in a wider framework as a foreign policy towards ASEAN.
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