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[Abstract]

A Study of Semantic Types of English Verbs and Situation Types :

Toward Instruction of English Sentence Types on a Semantic Basis

Eriya TANASE

This paper examines the semantic types of English verbs in relation to situation types. English verbs are
pivotal in sentences, and it is necessary to examine closely and analyze the argument structure, or the
semantic relationship of the predicate verb and its arguments. Analyses of situation with valency-schemata,
proposed by Lyons, and propositional types, proposed by Nakau, are effective in defining and expressing
the types of this relationship. English verbs are, however, also related to situation in terms of time contour.
Ando and others classify English verbs into four groups, traditionally called states, activities,
achievements, and accomplishments. This kind of analysis is also necessary in trying to grasp the whole
semantic feature of English verbs. A system of classifying the semantic types of English verbs which

incorporates the two kinds of analysis mentioned above is, therefore, to be desired.
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