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"Ha Noi Declaration on Narrowing the
Development Gap for Closer ASEAN Integration
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[Abstract]

International Cooperation for Development in the Mekong Subregion

Keisuke NOMOTO

International Cooperation for development on the Mekong subregion became active in the early 1990s
after political stabilization in the region was achieved. There are many initiatives for cooperation, such as
GMS program by the Asian Development Bank, Mekong River Commission, ASEAN Mekong Basin
Development Cooperation, Forum for Comprehensive Development of Indochina by the Japanese
Government, and so on. There is duplication among them, but if the historical background and political
circumstances in the region are considered it does not necessarily mean that they are redundant. At the
beginning stage in the early 1990s, the main purpose of cooperation was to keep the region stabilized
politically. According to later changes in the international environment in Southeast Asia, it became
necessary to reconsider the purpose of cooperation. It became an important means for ASEAN to narrow
the gap between the original member countries and new comers in the Mekong subregion, so ASEAN

should be a main actor in future cooperation in the region.
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